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I  am honoured to address you as President of the Irish 
Shorthorn Society. Firstly, I wish to thank the Council 

for electing me to the role, and the members of the 
Society for their continued support. I would like thank 
our immediate past President Phil Sheedy for all of his 
hard work and commitment to the role. The Society is 
fortunate to have a hard working Council, and I would 
like to thank them for all of their work and efforts over 
the past year. As a Society we are very blessed to have an 
enthusiastic and diligent breed Secretary Mary Purcell. 
Mary works tirelessly both in and out of the office to 
assist breeders in whatever way possible, and in the 
promotion of our breed at all the major agriculture 
events and shows throughout the country. My thanks 
also go to Mary O'Brien who assists our Secretary in the 
office, as her work is a vital part of the team effort.  

During 2019 I am delighted to say  that registrations have 
continued to rise year on year and membership remained 
steady, with many new prefixes added. I warmly 
welcome all new members to the Shorthorn family, and 
wish them lots of luck and success as the start on their 
journey as pedigree breeders.  

It was fantastic to see one of the country's top Shorthorn 
breeders acknowledged at the recent ICBF Genetics 
Conference. James and Marie Whelan owners of the 
Ballylaffin herd, Co. Wicklow were the overall National 
Shorthorn winners in the €urostar Awards. A superb 
accomplishment and acknowledgement.  My heartiest of 
congratulations go to Canon Michael Spelman, of the 
Woodfield herd, Co. Mayo on receiving the Shorthorn 
National Hall of Fame Award. Canon Spelman is a 
founding member of the Moyside Club, and Honorary Life 
Member of the Society. All of his fellow breeders were 

delighted to see him recognised for his life long 
commitment and dedication to the breed.  

This year saw the inaugural hosting of the Pedigree 
Breeders' Council Awards. I am proud to announce the 
first recipient of this award are Noel and Lisa Dowd for 
their heifer Portshan Blueway, who was a prolific winner 
during the show season. This culminated in her being 
crowned All-Ireland 2 year old Heifer Champion 2019. 
Well done on this great achievement. The breed is to the 
fore at all of our major shows.  

Our regional clubs are a valuable resource for the 
members and the Society. I would like to acknowledge all 
of the hard work which is carried at grass roots level by 
both their committees and members. In the coming year I 
would like to see a revival in the dormant clubs, as these 
groups are a great support network for members both 
new and established. I would encourage clubs to put 
forward nominees for council to aid with better regional 
representation at council level.  

The Society once again exhibited at the National 
Ploughing Championships which were held this year 
at  Fenagh, Co. Carlow. This year's stand was a huge draw 
to visitors, with increased numbers passing through over 
the three days. I would to thank those who exhibited 
stock on the stand, both pedigree and commercial, all of 
those who sold and purchased tickets for our grand prize 
draw, all of those who participated in the construction 
and dismantling of the stand, those who worked behind 
the scenes providing food and refreshments during the 
event. It was a very successful Ploughing for the Society 
which was due to all of those who gave freely of their 
time and effort. Congratulations to Mickey Coleman from 
County Cavan who was the overall winner of our draw.  

Over the years the Society has being seeking a sponsor to 
partner with. I am delighted to report that we have 
formed a partnership with Zurich Insurance, to provide 
preferential rates on farm insurance to all our members. I 
see this as a hugely beneficial opportunity for all parties 
involved, and look forward to it delivering many mutual 
benefits.  

Our pedigree sales held up very well in what was a harsh 
and difficult trading year for the farming sector. Thank you 
all the exhibitors who turned out top quality stock which 
were a credit to both the breed and breeders alike.  

   President’s Address 
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My best wishes to all purchasers with their new animals. I 
wish you all the very best of luck and good fortune. I would 
like to acknowledge and thank the Northern Ireland 
customers for their ongoing support and contribution to our 
sales.  

Congratulations to all the breeders who exhibited 
Shorthorn cattle throughout the year. All of our All-Ireland 
classes and events were very well supported, with a depth 
of quality on display at each event. Showing can be a time 
consuming commitment, but it is a valuable shop window 
for our breed. My thanks to you all for you great efforts in 
ensuring the breed is to the fore at all of our major shows. 
My thanks also go pedigreesalesonline.co.uk for their kind 
sponsorship of the Show Team Challenge which added a 
new and exciting dimension to the years events.  

Our national open day was jointly hosted in September by 
both Eddie Dowling and Jim Whelan of the Cookstown and 
Ballylaffin herds respectively. This event drew a large 
attendance of both pedigree breeders and commercial 
farmers keen to see first hand the working attributes of 
Beef Shorthorns. We are indebted to the generosity of our 
host farmers in making their herds and farms available, 
and for the fantastic welcome and hospitality we all 
received on the day. It truly was a memorable occasion. 

During 2019 the Society imported semen from Canada as 
part of it's breed development and enhancement scheme. 

These bulls, Crooked Post Drover 29D and DRS Super Mario 
42E, were selected by our Breed Development Committee. 
Semen is currently available from the office from both sires, 
and I would actively encourage all breeders to incorporate 
them into their individual breeding programmes.  

The Society is also embarking on a new scheme for 
members to help preserve and enhance the breeding of 
traditional Irish Shorthorn cattle. Full details of this scheme 
are contained in an article in this edition of our breed 
journal, and from our Society office. This Scheme will offer 
breeders the opportunity to conserve and develop these 
valuable genetics, not only for the good of Shorthorn breed, 
but also to benefit breeders in the future. Many of these 
traditional lines possess tremendous milkiness and 
maternal traits which are crucial in any suckler cow, and I 
personally wish to see them utilized more as the breed 
moves forward whether being bred pure or used in 
conjunction with today's modern beef lines.  

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our 
members all the best for the year moving forward. I hope 
we will all build on the progress and successes we have 
enjoyed to date, and that 2020 will be a productive year for 
you all.  

             President Jim Foley   
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W elcome to 
the twelfth 

volume of the Irish 
Shorthorn Society 
Breed Journal. As 
always breeders look 
forward to the 
compilation of news, 
show and sale 
results and 
interesting articles.  

Beef registrations are holding strong as is our 
membership and new members joining the Society 
remains steady with a number of new members for 
approval at each monthly meeting. With regard to TH 
testing, the Society now has nearly 6000 animals in the 
Beef herd book with a TH status since starting the TH 
testing initiative in 2010. Great progress has been made 
to date and we would encourage our members to TH test 
all remaining non status females (especially the oldest 
females)  from their genomic samples. At a cost of only 
€5 from the genomic sample, this is a very cost effective 
way of attaining a TH Free herd. 

The Hall of Fame recipient in 2019 was Canon Michael 
Spelman, Aghamore, Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo breeder of 
the Woodfield herd. Over the years Canon Michael was a 
very active member of his local Moyside Club.  I would 
like to congratulate Canon Michael on the award in 
recognition of his steadfast commitment to the Shorthorn 
breed.  

On the show circuit we had strong numbers at all the 
major shows in Tullamore, Limerick and especially 
Strokestown for the All Ireland Calf classes. Numbers and 
standards are rising each year. On the commercial side 
we have a Commercial Shorthorn section at Elphin Show 
in early September and also Commercial classes at the 
Winter Fair in Carrick on Shannon in November. We had 
Young Handler classes at Limerick and Strokestown show. 
I would like to congratulate our exhibitors on their 
achievements and thank them for all their hard work 
putting the breed out there, it is very hard work. We had 
a new initiative on the show circuit in the form of the 
Show Team Challenge which was very kindly sponsored 
by Pedigree Sales online sales platform. The overall show 
team winners were the Creaga Herd – Noel, Nora & Lisa 
Dowd and runners up were the Ricketstown Herd -  Kelly 
Family.  

The Ploughing event was at a new venue in Fenagh, Co. 
Carlow. The weather was fantastic. There was a steady 
flow of people through the stand each day. I would like to 
thank everyone who contributed to making it such a 
successful event from exhibiting cattle to ticket selling 
and construction and destruction of the stand all the help 
was really appreciated. I would like to especially thank all 
our members who supported the draw, without your 
support this event would simply not happen.  

Then in late September we held an Open Day on the 
Kildare/Wicklow border on the farms of Eddie Dowling, 
Crookstown and James Whelan, Dunlavin. Everyone 
present admired top quality Beef Shorthorns in both the 
Cookstown and Ballylaffin herds, there were some 
fantastic specimens of the breed on view. We held an 
YDP segment at the end of the day which finished off a 
really great day very nicely. The hospitality was top 
drawer. I would like to extend a huge thank you to both 
hosts. Subsequent to the event James Whelan was a 
finalist in the recent ICBF Pedigree Cattle Eurostar Awards 
for his data recording and participation in the WHPR.  

Our Autumn sales kicked off as usual with the 
Shannonside Club in Ennis in early October, followed by 
the Moyside/Croghan Club in Elphin Mart. The feedback 
on the change of venue was really positive.  The Mount 
Leinster Club held a sale in Blessington Mart on the 
October Bank Holiday. The Premier Sale in Roscommon in 
November is the one they all look forward to. Once again 
great prices were achieved. It has developed into a key 
event in the annual calendar. Even with Brexit in the air 
the numbers going for export to Northern Ireland 
remained very strong.  

Gene Ireland Maternal Program – this initiative from ICBF 
has proved very successful for the Shorthorn breed with a 
number of bulls going through the program. It gives 
exposure to commercial farmers and increases the usage 
of Shorthorn genetics. The latest bull to join the program 
is Finlough Finn SH5431, his straws are available now 
(Spring 2020). Also I must mention the WHPR (Whole 
Herd Performance Recording) program launched by ICBF 
and I would encourage more  breeders to join it, as well 
as recording your data, one of the main benefits will be 
the new Stock Bull Finder portal on the ICBF website 
which had hundreds of thousands of hits in 2019 with the 
Beef Bull search proving way more popular than the Dairy 
Bull search.  

   Secretary Report 
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T his is becoming an important tool when farmers go 
looking for their next bull so you need to be on the 

radar. Reliable recorded data will go a long way in helping 
to sell your animals. We would encourage more breeders 
to record birth weights this year, such a vital piece of 
information for finding our easiest calved bulls. 

‘Fastrack’ Breed Improvement Programme – the first two 
sires became available in late 2018/early 2019 namely 
Crooked Post Drover 29D and DRS Super Mario 42E. With 
strong interest in the new Society sourced genetics 
resulting in Drover straws being almost sold out and Mario 
straws selling extremely well. Breeders all over the country 
are waiting with excitement for the first crops of calves off 
these new sires in 2020.  

Finally, I would like to thank our breeders the length 
breadth of the country for their support and commitment 
to the breed. Also I want to thank our President Jim Foley 
and all our Council members for their hard work during the 
year. I like to thank Mary O’Brien for all her hard work in 
the office. I must also acknowledge and thank the regional 
club members for their hard work in their respective areas 
running meetings, sales and promoting the breed at a local 
level. It doesn’t go unnoticed!  I would like to wish every 
success to breeders with their breeding programmes for 
2020. 

Secretary Mary Purcell, 

Mary Purcell  

IRISH SHORTHORN SOCIETY FEES 2020 
New Full Membership Fees:      €90.00 

Made up of: Membership fee     €65.00 
   Herd Prefix fee     €24.00 
   Shareholding      €  1.00 
 
Associate Membership fee      €40.00 
Overseas Membership fee      €40.00 
   
Annual Renewal rate are as follows: 
Members who pay by Standing Order €55.00 
A Membership fee of €55.00 also applies if you renewed the fee by any other means by the 28th February of each 
year. After this date a Membership fee of €65.00 applies. 
Membership must be paid before any animal can be registered. 
Membership is deemed to be lapsed if two full years of subscriptions remain outstanding.  All lapsed members must 
reapply for membership, pay herd prefix fee and be proposed by Council. 
 
Registration Fees: 
Male registration registered within 183 days (6mths)  €50.00 
 
All male animals which are not registered by the breeder/original owner and have a movement recorded on the 
AIMS System will be charged a registration fee of €150.00 
 
Female registration - registered within 30 days   €35.00 
Late female registration over 30 days     €50.00 
 
Other Fees: 
Importation of Pedigree data from other Herdbooks   €35.00 
Change of Ownership       €10.00 
 
Late Registration fees: 
All female caves must be registered within 30 days 
After these 30 days an additional fee applies    €15.00  
After 90 days an additional fee applies, plus DNA   €30.00 
 
All male calves must be registered within 183 days or 
an additional fee applies.      €50.00 
 
All males must be genotyped. 
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The Irish Shorthorn Society AGM took place on 22nd May 2019 in the Shamrock Lodge Hotel in Athlone. There was a good 
attendance  with a lively debate. Council member Jude Benson gave a presentation on the Societies breed improvement 
programme. 

The following members were elected/ re-elected to council: 

• Phil Sheedy 
• Kieran Flatley 
• Tony Roper  
• Ben Lang 
• Noel Bohan (Elected for one year to fill vacancy). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The current council are: 
 President:   Jim Foley  087 928 5367   Tommy Shryane 087 134 6835 

 Vice President: Kieran Flatley  086 344 8391   Noel Bohan  087 203 9596 

 Treasurer:    Jude Benson   087 271 1326   Anthony Dockery 086 826 4868   

 PRO:   Ben Lang  087 207 6802   Phil Sheedy  087 256 7291 

    Lisa Dowd  086 358 4339   Tommy Staunton       086 604 7333 

   Padraig Flanagan 087 931 9885   Tony Roper  086 601 0633  

   Society AGM 

The outgoing President Phil Sheedy made a presentation to Joe Doherty on this retirement from council 
following 12 years service on council to the Irish Shorthorn Society, 

 

                                                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12                                                 9 

   Society AGM Candids 
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O n the 28th of September the Irish Shorthorn 
Society held its national open day on the farms of 

two of the top Beef Shorthorn herds in the country, the 
Cookstown herd of Eddie Dowling, and the Ballylaffin 
herd of Jim Whelan. After assembling at the Cookstown 
Inn a large group of both pedigree and commercial cattle 
breeders first made their way to Eddie Dowling's farm 
which is located centrally just eight miles from 
Castledermot and eight miles from Kilcullen. Eddie's 
pedigree herd was established in 2005 when he returned 
to farming having spent a number of years working in 
the U.K.  

Eddie's philosophy is to breed a functional suckler cow 
that works for him and not the other way round. Walking 
out in the pastures it was obvious to the many visitors 
that Eddie has a real understanding of cattle and 
pedigree breeding. Faced with a large crowd of new 
faces and sounds the stock were completely unphased 
by their admirers as they mingled through them each 
picking their own personal favourites.  

"I returned to farm the land which had been until then 
worked by my uncle" Eddie starts. "It is primarily tillage 
now in the locality where the farm is situated, but the 
Shorthorns have firmly made their home here among the 
beautiful rolling landscape". Eddie describes the ground 
as  being of top quality with no waste, the only 
disadvantage to it being that it can have a tendency to 
dry out and scorch in dry summer weather.  "This farm, 
like a lot of others in the area, always had Shorthorn 
cows of the traditional dual-purpose type. Typically they 
were milked, with the milk going to the local creamery, 
and their calves reared by bucket on surplus" says Eddie. 
"Today all my stock are pedigree Beef Shorthorns except 
for one Hereford cow which is also pedigree. I love the 
Shorthorns for their docile nature, their great maternal 
and mothering qualities. A lot of Continental bred cattle 
can lack docility which can make even the smallest of 
tasks a big job"  Eddie adds.  

The Cookstown herd started with it's foundation females 
sourced from the Ballylaffin, Clashagad, Clonkeen, 
Cappanavilla and Eachros herds. Today descendants of 
these make up the core of the bloodlines to be found in 
the herd. " I purchased most of my initial stock at the 
South East Shorthorn sale in Carlow" says Eddie. "I was 
fortunate in that my foundation females went on to be 
very lucky and they have bred well for me.  

   Cookstown/ Ballylaffin 

Eddie Dowling 

 

                                                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12                                                 11 

O ver the years I have used primarily stock bulls within the 
herd but I do utilise A.I. too to add something different in 

the way of new genetics and bloodlines. In the line of stock bulls I 
have previously had Clashagad Alta Cedar bred by the Sheedy's in 
Roscrea, Co. Tipperary . As his name suggests he was a son of the 
Canadian Alta Cedar Lad's Legacy 14P, and he was out of a dam 
rich in Tierlaheen/ Irish bloodlines. He was has left me some 
tremendous stock. He was a red bull and polled. Nearly all of his 
progeny came polled which was a great advantage. His daughters 
have udders that a dairy herd would like to have! Today over half 
the females in the herd are sired by him. They are true brood 
cows" adds Eddie.  

"Presently I am currently awaiting calves by a home-bred bull, 
Cookstown Jason, who is a son of Doon Erasmus and out of an 
Annaly Leo dam. My brother had previously run him with his 
commercial Simmental herd and he has left some super stock with 
him. I am hoping he will do the business with my pedigree cows as 
I feel he has a lot of the attributes required in a beef bull of any 
breed.  

Over to the A.I. side of things, I am a big fan of the Late Brady 
brothers' bull Annaly Leo who once stood in Sligo A.I. Centre, in 
Doonally. He is very old genetics now, but he still does so many 
things right. I find his daughters to be great breeders, and they are 
so quiet and easily fed. They seem to have the ability to click with 
whatever bull you chose to cross them to which shows great 
versatility and consistency in that line. I have also used many of 
the top imported sires such as Ingleton C111 and Sprys Exclusive 
J13 from Australia and Stonmour Thunder Cloud from the U.K. 
These have all bred well for me, with Thunder Cloud's daughters 
being among some of my best cows." says Eddie.  

"Looking forward I intend to use the Irish Shorthorn Society's two 
new bulls, Cooked Post Drover 29d and DRS Super Mario. I have 
heard favourable reports on their first calves so I will give them a 
try too. I think as a breeder you have to try new things and see 
what clicks".   

For the future Eddie plans to remain faithful to the Shorthorn 
breed. "I have a great love for the breed, and it is great to be able 
to go out among the cattle each day and see how the stock are 
progressing. It's a special time when the cows are calving and you 
can see what awaits you out in the field. With the variation from 
white, red and roan it's always a delight to see what has 
landed."  For the future Eddie would like to see increased demand 
for Shorthorn bulls from both commercial dairy and beef herds, as 
more and more farmers are made aware of the many benefits of 
introducing Shorthorn genetics in to their breeding programmes. 

  Herds’ Open Day 
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  James Whelan 

T he second stop of the day was James Whelan's 
Ballylaffin herd, which is located approximately 

twelve miles from Naas and eight miles from 
Baltinglass. 2019 was a momentous year for the 
Whelan family as it marked their hundredth year 
farming at Ballylaffin since its purchase back in 1919. 

 Shorthorn breeding started when James' mother and 
father, who were married in 1944, received the gift of 
a Shorthorn heifer as a wedding present from West 
Cork man Michael Donovan. "We have always had 
Shorthorns on the farm for as long as I can 
remember" states James "They have always been an 
integral part of our farm and farming life. 
Descendants of that first heifer that was gifted to my 
parents are still in the herd today. Like that bloodline 
we have been fortunate in that we have some great 
cow families, and these have kept proving their worth 
over the years" adds Jim.  

The farm is described as mostly good quality with 
some classified as low lying. Lime spreading is 
practiced when needed, and the use of bag fertiliser 
is kept to a minimum with a maximum of two and a 
half hundredth weight spread to the acre per year. No 
slurry is used, but well decomposed farmyard manure 
is utilised as a soil enhancer.   

The Ballylaffin herd today consists of 75 breeding 
cows which go to the bulls annually. Typically 2 bulls 
are kept for stud duties but sometimes 3 depending 
on the requirements. Stock are housed in November, 
but later if weather and ground conditions are 
favourable, with cows turned out to pasture in Spring 
as they calve down.  

Ballylaffin/ Cookstown  
“Overall correctness of 

structure and phenotype 
coupled with breed 

character are the main 
starting points in the 

visual assessment of any 
beast.” 
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Heifers calve for the first time at twenty five months, as 
they are well grown and do not require any extra feeding 
or special management. Special emphasis on selection of 
the best sires to run with the herd has always been a top 
priority at Ballylaffin. "We have had some tremendous 
stock bulls since the foundation of the herd." says James "I 
believe that a bull is half your herd, and we have always 
tried to buy the best when sourcing a bull, and this has 
helped us achieve pushing the herd in the direction we 
want it to go. Some of the most notables have been 
Kilkerrin Declan, who was one of the first sons of Eionmor 
Mr Gus 80C to be born in Ireland. We purchased him from 
Co. Clare breeder the late Tom O'Brien, of Labasheeda. 

He was performance tested in Tully and was a great bull in 
every respect. He bred very consistently , and his sons and 
daughters were all equally as good as each other. In terms 
of where the herd stands today a lot of credit has to go to 
this bull.  

He really put us on a great footing. In recent times we have 
had Glann Thomas, who we purchased from the Flatley's in 
Co. Mayo. He too has left is with some excellent stock. 
They are all of a type, and his daughters are some of the 
best in the herd today. We are currently running a son of 
Sprys Patent's Ace G38, Doon Heathcliff, as one of our 
main sires. He came from John Clarke's well known herd 
just outside Strokestown, Co. Roscommon.  "Visitors to 
Whelan's were hugely impressed by the depth of quality 
and consistency in the cow herd. Truly a credit to the 
family's decades of hard work and judicious breeding 
decisions the herd exhibits uniformity and quality which is 
only achieved by breeders with a true eye for stock.  

"Not all of our cows are show cows" remarks Jim "But 
they're all here because they have met our selection 
criteria for their ability to breed and maintain their place in 
the herd through their production record. Overall 
correctness of structure and phenotype coupled with 
breed character are the main starting points in the visual 
assessment of any beast. Here our first requirement in any 
animal is length. If you don't have length in a beast they 
won't weigh and grade when the time comes. We try to 
select for cattle with balance. Starting at the front we like 
stock with a characterful head that is bright and alert in 
appearance. I like to see a nice well laid in shoulder 
blended in to a long smooth body without any humps or 
hollows. And finally a nice round end with a nice turn of 
flesh down to the hock." Glancing over the herd Jim points 
out a few of his personal favourites.  

  Herds’ Open Day 
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T here are a few cows which standout as good examples 
when I'm asked to define what we're aiming for. 

Ballylaffin Clair is an eleven year old daughter of the 
Kilkerrin bull. She has produced ten calves in ten years, 
with a calving interval of three hundred and sixty days. Her 
Replacement Index is €124. She is a great long cow with 
perfect legs and feet. Her line have always stood out in 
both their appearance and production. Ballylaffin Fushia is 
an eight year old daughter of Creaga Arlo. She has had 
seven calves to date, with a calving interval of three 
hundred and forty seven days. Her Replacement Index is 
€178. Another standout would be Ballylaffin Fiona who is 
an daughter of Kilfrush Vantage 8th, ond out of a Kilkerrin 
Declan dam. Her calving interval is just 345 days and 

Replacement Index is €90. In addition to her short calving 
interval she has had two sets of twins in her seven 
calvings" adds Jim.  

"Longevity and a calf every year from each cow are two 
huge factors governing profitability. Longevity means cows 
stay longer in the herd with less replacements needed, 
meaning more heifers can be sold which are surplus to 
requirements. A calf per cow each year ensures a tight 
calving interval and less overall maintenance costs with 
cows who are not earning their keep. Fertility is highly 
heritable, and you will find fertile cows breed daughters 
with the same qualities".  

Ballylaffin/ Cookstown  
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M oving forward Jim is excited about the prospects for the 
breed as he is seeing tremendous demand each year for 

the cattle he offers for sale each year. "No matter what breed 
you keep the focus has to be on quality as that's what's in 
demand. Register your best and focus on producing what the 
markets require" finishes Jim.  

The Irish Shorthorn Society, the pedigree and commercial cattle 
breeders who visited both farms would like to thank most 
sincerely the hosts for opening their doors and allowing us to 
view their herds and for the tremendous hospitality and warmth 
which was shown to the many guests. It was truly a fantastic and 
memorable occasion for all who made the trip. 

 We wish the owners of both the Cookstown and Ballylaffin herds 
continued success and good fortune, both personally and with 
their stock.  

  Herds’ Open Day 

Buíochas a ghabháil 
leat go mór 
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T he 2019 Youth Development 
Programme (YDP) event was 

held on the farm of James & Marie 
Whelan, Ballylaffin, Dunlavin, Co. 
Wicklow.  This event was held as part 
of their field day which greeted a 
large crowd of shorthorn enthusiasts 
from near and far.  While the 
summer of 2019 may not be best 
remembered for glorious sunshine 
weather, we couldn't complain about 
the day as we enjoyed great 
weather, great stock and great 
hospitality from our host and their 
extended family. 
 
The purpose of the Youth 
Development Programme is to 
stimulate interest, learn new skills, 
share knowledge and participate in 
activities with the Beef Shorthorn cattle 
in a safe and fun way. In addition to the 
learnings, young people have the opportunity to meet other competitors from all over Ireland and maybe even 
become life long friends. 
 
The day consisted of Stockjudging, Guess the weight, Showmanship, Breed Characteristics and Safety. Ann-Maree 
Manley, who was the Master Judge on the day made her selection in private prior to commencing the judging.  For 
the competition two groups of 4 weanlings and 4 cows were judged. 
  
Anthony Dockery gave a commentary on animal selection and the qualities to look for when judging, he also gave a 
brief overview of some of the characteristics of the breed.  He simplified the art of judging for the young budding 
farmers by recommending that they view an animal in three thirds.  The 1st third from nose to shoulder, 2nd third 
or the middle third from shoulder to hook bones and the last 3rd the rump and back end area.   He outlined the 
important features in each third of the animal from nose to tail in a simple and easily understood way for the YDP 
participants.  He spoke about the importance of balance and proportion in every aspect of the animal including the 
importance of good feet, softness, easy fleshing and movement.  He addressed the audience in speaking about 
good showmanship by firstly pointing out key aspects of a properly clipped and groomed animal.   
 
Anthony also touched on the topic of safety whilst working with your animal including animal restraining 
equipment such as bull rings, snaffle, lead ropes etc.  On display he had various types of halters, ones he 
recommended and ones to avoid and also emphasising the importance of ensuring that when fitting a halter it is 
the right size for the animal and that it is correctly fitted for proper control and comfort for the animal.  He 
highlighted valuable tips of controlling and getting the best from your animal in the showring which included 
achieving the correct stand and the correlation between the head movement and the positioning of the feet and 
how to achieve this in a safe manner.  To practically demonstrate this the competent skills of Darker brothers 
James, Sean and Kieran were called upon to display their talents of good showmanship with their well schooled 
stock.   Anthony concluded with the art of safe tying of the animal with a quick release knot and many present had 
a go. 
 
After this the Master Judge Ann -Maree gave a useful summary of what qualities she was looking for in judging the 
animals without giving away any hints of her selection.  Before wrapping up most people had a crack at guessing 
the weight of the cow, where her weight completely threw the best of judges. 

Back Row (L to R): Ann Maree Manley (Judge), Robbie Leonard, Arran Dockery, Karl 
Mooney, Sean Darker, Katelyn Muldowney,  Kaelum Muldowney, Sinead Flanagan, 
Niamh Darker, James Darker, Katie Flanagan, Anthony Dockery (Presenter) 

Front Row (L to R): Jack McGrath, Dylan McGrath, Iarlaith Kelly, Tiarnán Kelly, 
Michael Muldowney, Kieran Darker 

Youth Development at Ballylaffin Shorthorns 
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A fterwards everybody enjoyed a tremendous barbecue spread of delicious food complements of the hosts, and 
the presentations were made to the winners and all the participants in the company of good conversations, 

laughter and good fun. 
 
On behalf of the Irish Shorthorn Society, the YDP committee of Padraig Flanagan, Tommy Shryane and Anthony 
Dockery would like to thank everybody involved in organising and helping out at the event.  To our host family at 
Ballylaffin Herd for their hospitality and support,  to Mary Purcell, Irish Shorthorn Society Secretary for all her hard 
work behind the scenes, to the many businesses all over the country who kindly donating spot prizes, to our fellow 
breeders and supporters who attended in large numbers and to the many young enthusiastic competitors for 
participating on the day.  We encourage all our young people to continue their involvement and participation in the 
Youth Development Programme in 2020 and please feel free to tell your friends to become involved!!   

  Dylan McGrath, Iarlaith Kelly, Jack McGrath, Tiarnan Kelly 

  Sean Darker 

  Joe McGrath 

  Kieran Darker 

  Anthony Dockery 

Youth Development at Ballylaffin Shorthorns 
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summer of 2019 may not be best 
remembered for glorious sunshine 
weather, we couldn't complain about 
the day as we enjoyed great 
weather, great stock and great 
hospitality from our host and their 
extended family. 
 
The purpose of the Youth 
Development Programme is to 
stimulate interest, learn new skills, 
share knowledge and participate in 
activities with the Beef Shorthorn cattle 
in a safe and fun way. In addition to the 
learnings, young people have the opportunity to meet other competitors from all over Ireland and maybe even 
become life long friends. 
 
The day consisted of Stockjudging, Guess the weight, Showmanship, Breed Characteristics and Safety. Ann-Maree 
Manley, who was the Master Judge on the day made her selection in private prior to commencing the judging.  For 
the competition two groups of 4 weanlings and 4 cows were judged. 
  
Anthony Dockery gave a commentary on animal selection and the qualities to look for when judging, he also gave a 
brief overview of some of the characteristics of the breed.  He simplified the art of judging for the young budding 
farmers by recommending that they view an animal in three thirds.  The 1st third from nose to shoulder, 2nd third 
or the middle third from shoulder to hook bones and the last 3rd the rump and back end area.   He outlined the 
important features in each third of the animal from nose to tail in a simple and easily understood way for the YDP 
participants.  He spoke about the importance of balance and proportion in every aspect of the animal including the 
importance of good feet, softness, easy fleshing and movement.  He addressed the audience in speaking about 
good showmanship by firstly pointing out key aspects of a properly clipped and groomed animal.   
 
Anthony also touched on the topic of safety whilst working with your animal including animal restraining 
equipment such as bull rings, snaffle, lead ropes etc.  On display he had various types of halters, ones he 
recommended and ones to avoid and also emphasising the importance of ensuring that when fitting a halter it is 
the right size for the animal and that it is correctly fitted for proper control and comfort for the animal.  He 
highlighted valuable tips of controlling and getting the best from your animal in the showring which included 
achieving the correct stand and the correlation between the head movement and the positioning of the feet and 
how to achieve this in a safe manner.  To practically demonstrate this the competent skills of Darker brothers 
James, Sean and Kieran were called upon to display their talents of good showmanship with their well schooled 
stock.   Anthony concluded with the art of safe tying of the animal with a quick release knot and many present had 
a go. 
 
After this the Master Judge Ann -Maree gave a useful summary of what qualities she was looking for in judging the 
animals without giving away any hints of her selection.  Before wrapping up most people had a crack at guessing 
the weight of the cow, where her weight completely threw the best of judges. 

Back Row (L to R): Ann Maree Manley (Judge), Robbie Leonard, Arran Dockery, Karl 
Mooney, Sean Darker, Katelyn Muldowney,  Kaelum Muldowney, Sinead Flanagan, 
Niamh Darker, James Darker, Katie Flanagan, Anthony Dockery (Presenter) 

Front Row (L to R): Jack McGrath, Dylan McGrath, Iarlaith Kelly, Tiarnán Kelly, 
Michael Muldowney, Kieran Darker 

Youth Development at Ballylaffin Shorthorns 
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A fterwards everybody enjoyed a tremendous barbecue spread of delicious food complements of the hosts, and 
the presentations were made to the winners and all the participants in the company of good conversations, 

laughter and good fun. 
 
On behalf of the Irish Shorthorn Society, the YDP committee of Padraig Flanagan, Tommy Shryane and Anthony 
Dockery would like to thank everybody involved in organising and helping out at the event.  To our host family at 
Ballylaffin Herd for their hospitality and support,  to Mary Purcell, Irish Shorthorn Society Secretary for all her hard 
work behind the scenes, to the many businesses all over the country who kindly donating spot prizes, to our fellow 
breeders and supporters who attended in large numbers and to the many young enthusiastic competitors for 
participating on the day.  We encourage all our young people to continue their involvement and participation in the 
Youth Development Programme in 2020 and please feel free to tell your friends to become involved!!   

  Dylan McGrath, Iarlaith Kelly, Jack McGrath, Tiarnan Kelly 

  Sean Darker 

  Joe McGrath 

  Kieran Darker 

  Anthony Dockery 

Youth Development at Ballylaffin Shorthorns 
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Breed Quality - Sell Quality 
BALLYCURRAGHAN PEDIGREE SHORTHORNS 

Pat Fallon, Ballycurraghan, Maynooth, Co. Kildare.   

Phone: 086 818 8668.                  Email: mayfallon@outlook.ie 

Cawley Commercials Ltd. 
Drinaghan, Sligo 

Tel: 071 91 69555/ 91 60783/ FAX: 071 91 69500/ www.calweys.ie 
 

Scania & Mitsubishi Dealer 

Sales Service & Vehicle Hire                    VTN Test Centre—HGV & LGV 

Best Wishes to 
Irish Shorthorn 

Society  
from  

Cawley 
Commercials 
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PROMOTING SHORTHORN CATTLE IN CLARE, LIMERICK, TIPPERARY, SOUTH GALWAY,                 
NORTH CORK AND BEYOND. 

CONTACT: MICHAEL CONWAY, Club Secretary       TEL: 065 905 0202 / 085 774 2725 

OPEN DAYS AND MANY OTHER EVENTS ORGANISED. 

CLUB MEETINGS HELD IN THE WEST COUNTY HOTEL ENNIS. 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME. 

Ballinlig Pedigree Shorthorns 
Quality is not an accident it’s a habit by good breeders 

Terry & Colette Middleton 
 Amelda, Brian & Robbie Leonard 

 

                  Ballinlig, Moate,  
                Co.Westmeath  

* Herd is TB, TH & BVD Free  

* Johnes negative 

Visitors Always Welcome!  

Terry: +353 87 9131797 
Amelda: +353 85 7109847  
Brian: +353 85 1579916 

Pictured: Ballinlig Isaac born April 
2019 sold for €1200 at the               
November 2019 Premier sale.  
Sire: Hussar of Upsall 
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R ichard and Ann Lee own and run 
the Knockagarry herd of pedigree 

Shorthorns in North Cork, situated 
three miles from the town of 
Mitchelstown. The farm is located in 
the Golden Vale and runs to 700 feet 
but Richard describes it as of mixed 
type when compared to neighbouring 
holdings. The farm is managed and run 
completely organically.  

Richard recounts how he first got 
involved with the breed with the help of 
his uncle Paddy Lee. "I started out 
farming back in 1981. At that time I was 
milking a herd which mainly consisted 
of Friesian and Black and White type 
cows. Shortly afterwards, in 1984, milk 
quotas were introduced, and because 
1983 was used as the reference year we 
found ourselves limited with a quota of 

25,000 gallons which we found 
restrictive and basically stifled any 
chance of us expanding the dairy 
enterprise.  

During '83 my uncle purchased three 
heifers from the Ballingarrane herd and 
gifted them to me. I remember my 
uncle Paddy and I regularly travelling to 
Clover Meats just outside Clonmel and 
we used to always admire the cows at 
Ballingarrane grazing in the roadside 
paddocks as we passed. They were an 
impressive sight in both their type and 
numbers. These three heifers were a 
great foundation for my early steps in 
the world of pedigree breeding.  

Shortly afterwards in 1984 I joined the 
Shorthorn Society as a pedigree 
breeder. I also had some cows of 
Shorthorn type and breeding which I 

entered in the 
grading-up register. 
With the relatively 
small quota it meant 
we only milked our 
best yielding cows 
and we suckled the 
rest . In those days it 
was the real dual-
purpose type 
Shorthorn  that was 
kept , and as well as 

milking extremely well they would also 
beef very easily too. Around that era we 
had the stock bull Carrowhubbock 
Jasper by Eathorpe Cavalier who was 
bred by Donie and Maura McKeon in 
Sligo, and we also used Ballingarrane 
Belgold, Wreay Roseman 2nd and 
Maxton Mossybank through A.I. Belgold 
probably produced the highest yielders 
of the A.I. sires but I often think that if 
we had any of those bulls in  today's 
more specialised beef breeding times 
that they could play an important role 
in adding another dimension when 
mated to modern bloodlines.  

In 2000 we exited milking completely 
and we were fortunate in that we had a 
good strong utilitarian type of animal 
that stood us in good stead as we 
moved over to more beef type 
breeding. As I became more focused on 
breeding a beef type Shorthorn I was 
determined to focus on all the traits 
which are valued commercially, whilst 
at the same time breed cows which are 
suited for Irish farms and farming 
conditions. Two early purchases which 
proved to be the backbone of our herd 
were Aughnashannagh Lorenzo by 
Deerpark Improver 34th, and 
Aughnashannagh Norman by 
Grousehall Prince. Both were bred by 
the late Tom Forster in Longford. I used 
to really enjoy my trips to Longford/
Leitrim to visit some of the true 
stalwarts of the breed such as Tom, the 
Bradys of Annaly, James Kiernan from 
Aughnacliffe and of course Jim Bohan 
from Drumrane. These men kept the 
flag flying for the breed through the 
lean times when the breed was neither 
popular nor profitable and at possibly 
it's lowest ebb. Today we owe a debt of 
gratitude to these men and people like 
them who kept working tirelessly for 
the breed through those lean times 
until it enjoyed the revival it is 
experiencing today".  

As pedigree breeders 
we must look at the 
big picture, and as 
Thomas Bates the 

renown breeder once 
said "Pedigree without 

performance is no 
good".  

Knockagarry Shorthorns 

Richard Lee 
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A fter the move to breeding beef 
type Shorthorn the Knockagarry 

herd now calves down thirty five cows 
each year. "We grew our numbers after 
the change to Beef Shorthorn breeding. 
Females entering production are calved 
for the first time at two years old. Last 
year we calved thirty of our cows in a 
thirty four day period. Conventionally 
we don't have any Autumn calvers as 
these don't fit our farm. We have a low-
input system and to make the most of 
our resources cows are timed to calve 
in April when the grass is starting to 
grow. We also find calving in April 
reduces any incidence of scour in 
calves, and as we  farm to organic 
principles this avoids the need for 
antibiotics and unnecessary veterinary 
medicines. Dung sampling of stock is 
carried out and fluke and worm dosing 
is only justified if fecal counts suggest 
so. We monitor cow condition scores in 
the lead up to calving, and I prefer a fit 
as opposed to a fat cow as these will 
calve away by themselves. We haven't 
had to stay up with any cow calving for 
the past three years.   

Our cows are expected to work and 
some may have a calf at foot for up to 
ten months. Cows usually wean the 
calves themselves slowly over a period 
of time, so there is a minimum of stress 
or fuss involved when the pairs are 
separated. When the calves are weaned 
they get fed good quality silage in line 
with our grass based system".  

Richard and Anne monitor the 
individual performance of stock using 
all the facilities available through ICBF 
such as its Whole Herd Performance 
Recording System which involves 
accurate record keeping of all relevant 
serving/calving dates, and the weighing 
and linear scoring of all animals on 
farm. Before the use of ICBF the Lees 
had been using Breedplan to track and 
record performance data so today the 
herd has detailed and accurate figures 
for all animals going back several 
generations. As well as performance 
data Richard also places emphasis on 
criteria he himself prioritises "As 
pedigree breeders we must look at the 
big picture, and as Thomas Bates the 
renown breeder once said "Pedigree 
without performance is no good". Here 
we take a lot of things into 
consideration when selecting our herd 
replacements. We have some 
tremendous cow families which 

consistently deliver in the breeding 
stakes. We like to keep heifers from 
dominant breeding females, and those 
are cows which deliver a good calf 
regardless of what sire they are mated 
to. I typically find the best females in 
the herd are from a line of good cows, 
and you'll often see those cows have 
had outstanding mothers, 
grandmothers and even great-
grandmothers.  

We also winter on concrete which also 
puts cows to the test. It will quickly 
show those who aren't hacking it, and 
those with poor structure such as bad 
or undesirable feet. We don't trim or 
touch feet, and any with problems are 
simply culled as we don't want to 
propagate undesirable characteristics. I 
always try and keep a good number of 

replacement heifers to have coming on-
stream so I'm not afraid to take any cow 
out of the herd who I think isn't 
performing"  

Through the years the Lees have never 
been afraid to embrace and use new 
bloodlines if they can help to move the 
herd in the direction which they want it 
to progress in "We had used a lot of 
Irish and traditional lines up until the 
first imported Canadian and Australian 
bulls became widely available in 
Ireland. I have used several from the 
Eionmor and Alta Cedar herds in 
Canada as well as Paintearth Rama 53U 
and Winalot Rodney 1R, and from 
Australia bulls such as Sprys Patent's 

Ace G38 and Ingleton C111 have made 
their mark too. I think the most 
influential of these imports for us was 
Eionmor Mr Gus 80C. I think he arrived 
at exactly the right time for Irish 
Shorthorn breeding as he seemed to 
breed particularly well with Irish 
bloodlines. We kept two sons of his as 
stock bulls so his influence stretches 
deep into the herd.  

I admire the top Canadian and 
Australian herds as they are very 
commercially driven, and their cattle 
have to deal with a wide range of 
terrain and climactic conditions. A 
majority of bulls from both countries 
are polled too and this is something we 
are keen to breed into the herd. We 
have DNA sampled a good number of 
animals to determine their polled status 

and which variants of the gene they 
carry so we can make better and 
informed breeding decisions based on 
the results.  

I like looking outwards for genetics 
which help to enhance what we are 
striving to breed, and I have an 
appreciation for a good animal 
regardless of where they hail from." 
Richard's love of the Shorthorn has 
seen him travel to New Zealand in 2013 
for the World Shorthorn Conference. 
Whilst there he also visited Australia 
and Sydney's famous Royal Easter 
Show. 
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A s well as testing for the polled 
factor animals in the herd are also 

routinely sampled for TH and 
Myostatin. " If an animal shows to be a 
Myostatin carrier it doesn't bother me 
too much. Some people, especially 
commercial farmers like the extra bit of 
shape it can bring to the table. The 
important thing is to have full 
information and make decisions based 
on that. Common sense and balance 
are two words which should always be 
to the fore." Moving forward Richard 
sees a greater role in Irish suckler 
farming being filled by the Shorthorn 
cow " Shorthorns should always be 
relevant, and what I mean by that is if 
we as breeders continue to focus on 
producing cattle who are structurally 
correct and posses all of the 
commercially important traits which 
are to be found in the Shorthorn then 
the breed will always have a place and 
an important one at that. Lets continue 

to put our best foot forward and in the 
words of William Duthie who lived a 
hundred years ago " Buy the best, 

breed the best, and stick to it. Live up 
to your good cattle, character is more 
important than cash". 

Serving Farmers for Over 60 years                                                                      Property Services Providers Licence No. 001373 
 

                                             Bullocks, Heifers & Cull Cows Sales………..………….Friday’s 11am 

                                             Lambs & Cast Ewes Sales …………………………..…….Wednesday’s 11am 

                                             Weanling & Suckler Cow Sales…………………..……..Tuesday’s 5pm  

                                             Breeding Ewes Sales…………………………………...……Saturday’s 11am Autumn 

                                             Pedigree Cattle Sales…………………………..……………Spring & Autumn 

                                             Pedigree Sheep Sales ……………………..……………….Autumn 
 

Live streaming of sales from Ring 1 see link on our Facebook or website 
 

Manager: Maura Quigley 

Enquiries 090 6626352   Fax: 090 6625689 

Full details of all our sales on our Website and Facebook  

Website:-www.roscommonmart.ie                                 Email: roscommonmart@gmail.com 

Knockagarry Shorthorns 

Ballyart Legacy ET 



Irish Beef Shorthorn Society Volume 12        23

 

22                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12 

A s well as testing for the polled 
factor animals in the herd are also 

routinely sampled for TH and 
Myostatin. " If an animal shows to be a 
Myostatin carrier it doesn't bother me 
too much. Some people, especially 
commercial farmers like the extra bit of 
shape it can bring to the table. The 
important thing is to have full 
information and make decisions based 
on that. Common sense and balance 
are two words which should always be 
to the fore." Moving forward Richard 
sees a greater role in Irish suckler 
farming being filled by the Shorthorn 
cow " Shorthorns should always be 
relevant, and what I mean by that is if 
we as breeders continue to focus on 
producing cattle who are structurally 
correct and posses all of the 
commercially important traits which 
are to be found in the Shorthorn then 
the breed will always have a place and 
an important one at that. Lets continue 

to put our best foot forward and in the 
words of William Duthie who lived a 
hundred years ago " Buy the best, 

breed the best, and stick to it. Live up 
to your good cattle, character is more 
important than cash". 

Serving Farmers for Over 60 years                                                                      Property Services Providers Licence No. 001373 
 

                                             Bullocks, Heifers & Cull Cows Sales………..………….Friday’s 11am 

                                             Lambs & Cast Ewes Sales …………………………..…….Wednesday’s 11am 

                                             Weanling & Suckler Cow Sales…………………..……..Tuesday’s 5pm  

                                             Breeding Ewes Sales…………………………………...……Saturday’s 11am Autumn 

                                             Pedigree Cattle Sales…………………………..……………Spring & Autumn 

                                             Pedigree Sheep Sales ……………………..……………….Autumn 
 

Live streaming of sales from Ring 1 see link on our Facebook or website 
 

Manager: Maura Quigley 

Enquiries 090 6626352   Fax: 090 6625689 

Full details of all our sales on our Website and Facebook  

Website:-www.roscommonmart.ie                                 Email: roscommonmart@gmail.com 

Knockagarry Shorthorns 

Ballyart Legacy ET 

 

                                                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12                                                 23 

 

Bethlehem Shorthorns 

Bethlehem Malton, All Ireland Intermediate Bull Calf. Strokestown Show 2019 

Contact: Tom Fox, Bethlehem, 

Glasson, Athlone, Co. Westmeath. 

Phone: 087 906 6727 

Animals for sale all year round. 
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M ount Briscoe, an organic farm in County Offaly, run 
a beef suckler herd and produce Hereford 

weanlings off a grass fed system. Farmed by the Edgill’s for 
generations, at the helm is Margaret Edgill, having changed 
tack from theatre to farming in 2014 after returning to the 
family farm.   
 
Margaret believes farming was in her DNA and 
subsequently developed a passion effortlessly. That 
passion included purchasing her first purebred Irish 
Draught mare in 2007 and thereafter establishing the 
Mount Briscoe prefix. Her interest in rare breeds was 
further piqued with the purchase of two foundation Irish 
Moiled heifers in 2015 and from there her first foray into 
the world of cattle showing!   Unknown to her then was 
that her ancestors had been showing bulls at the RDS 
many moons before!  
 
A chance encounter with the Carambra Herd whilst visiting 
Balmoral in 2016 prompted the introduction of four beef 
shorthorn heifers to Mount Briscoe in 2017.  The pedigree 
lines will in time replace the existing commercial herd.  
 
Her predisposition to native & traditional farm livestock is 
founded by an innate belief “that it is becoming more 
evident that we will have to use our traditional skills of 
farming alongside new sciences such as genetics and 

conservation biology, in pursuit of environmental integrity 
without agricultural compromise” said Margaret.  
 
Additionally, “rare breeds are important repositories of 
variation, and have a major contribution to make to the 
future of farming. This is the case not only in relation to 
culinary quality, but also because of their hardiness and 
their adaptation to local conditions. They are important 
also for aesthetic and cultural reasons: because of their 
beauty, their interest, the diversity they add to the farm 
and their contribution to farming history” John Feehan, 
Farming in Ireland, History, Heritage and Environment, 
2013.  
 
Consequently, Mount Briscoe first opened its gate to the 
Mount Briscoe Native & Traditional Breeds Show in 2017. It 
owes its inception to Margaret’s much loved rare breed 
Moiles ‘Coco & Chanel’. The show was conceived by 
Margaret (Show Secretary) soon after their arrival at 
Mount Briscoe.  
  
The not-for-profit show works to preserve our rural 
heritage, and rare/native breeds are an important part of 
this. Ireland's rural landscape is a jewel of our national 
heritage, formed by people living on and working the land 
over hundreds of year.  A heritage that enriches our lives 
and provides a connection with, and a means of 
understanding our shared past.  

Champion Shorthorn Balgay Heathermaid, Ricketstown Shorthorns 

Mount Briscoe Organic Farm 
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T he annual event at Mount Briscoe plays a pivotal role in 
showcasing Ireland’s native & traditional breeds.  Cattle 

classes included Hereford, Shorthorn and Irish Moiled. The 
newly recognised native rare Irish breed Droimeann 
exhibited alongside Longhorns, Dexters, Belted Galloway, 
Speckled Park and Angus.  
 
The Beef Shorthorn classes were exceptionally well 
represented in 2019. Most notably The Kelly Family & Tom 

Fox jostling for top 
honours.  
Ricketstown 
Shorthorns romped 
home with SH Breed 
Champion, Pair of 
Animals, Native Pairs 
and Beef Interbreed 
Champion, while 
Bethlehem 
Shorthorns won 
Junior Champion & 
Reserve Champion, 
plus a host of other 
ribbons.  

The Show organisers 
are indebted to the 
breeders/exhibitors 
who exhibit their 
cattle, sheep, 

donkeys and horses annually. Similarly the show has been 
enabled by the support of a small number of loyal sponsors 
over the last three years without which it simply could not 
exist.  

 
The ‘farm fest’ vibe included debates on rural subjects from 
a host of guest speakers, farmers and breeders. As 
evidenced in the lively panel discussion “Who reigns 
supreme for taste and flavour?” or Aubrac breeder, Kim 
McCall’s inspiring talk titled “Saving the Earth Starts from 
the Ground Up” or the ever engaging Suzanna Crampton’s 
topical ‘Regenerative Farming’ ethos.  
 
You could enjoy a nostalgic look at tractors and other farm 
vehicles of yesteryear and live sheep dog trial demos. The 
rhythmic turn of the spinning wheel, the jingle of harnessed 
horses, the ring of the blacksmith’s hammer all once 

familiar sights and sounds were showcased at Mount 
Briscoe..  Skilled practitioners in their fields, enthusiastic 
about their speciality were generous in sharing their 
knowledge and skills either through workshops or 
demonstrations.  
 
Engaging educational and informative talks by renowned 
breeders/judges of Irish Draught horses (in-hand, ridden & 
driven) were held in the newly introduced main arena. 
Anthony Dockery, Rockville Pedigrees gave an inspirational 
demo on haltering and ring craft. 
 
Show Secretary, Margaret undertakes to grow the show’s 
programme annually effectively engaging a wider audience. 
She introduced a number of new features last year most 
notably the highly successful kid’s activity zone which 
included traditional games to play, kite flying, scavenger 
hunts, den building and even sand pits with a hay couch! 

 
Margaret  believes our rural heritage has an incalculable 
value as a cultural asset of those who have gone before us, 
of the lives they lived. The benefits of social interaction, 
creative opportunities and sharing memories contribute 
towards social cohesion through sharing experiences and 
developing new connections. 
 
The 2020 Show has regrettably been cancelled due to 
the unprecedented and exceptional circumstances 
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic concerns. However, we 
look forward to utilising this interval to broadening the 
depth of the show in 2021. It is an opportunity for livestock 
conservation organisations' members, breeders, farmers, 
fans, and sponsors to advocate for conservation of heritage 
breeds in agriculture.  

It is an opportunity for livestock conservation organisations' 
members, breeders, farmers, fans, and sponsors to 
advocate for conservation of heritage breeds in agriculture. 

Photo credits Sibel Geraghty 
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Photo credits Sibel Geraghty 
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COW or HEIFER born on or before 31st December 2016 in calf or with calf at foot   

1st Kelly Family  ‘Balgay Heathermaid’.   Sire: Glenisla Zetor, Dam: Balgay Heather. 
 

HEIFER born in 2017 

1st Kelly Family  ‘Ricketstown Phantasy Lucy’.  Sire: Knockenjig Hercules, Dam: Podehole Phantasy Jade.  
2nd Thomas Fox  ‘Bethlehem Roan Lady’.   Sire: Bethlehem Breeze, Dam: Kilfrush Princess.  

 

HEIFER born in 2018 

1st Kelly Family  ‘Ricketstown Genoa Matilda’.  Sire: Knockenjig Hercules, Dam: Podehole Genoa Joanna. 
 

HEIFER or Bull born on or after 1st January 2019 

1st Thomas Fox  ‘Bethlehem Malton’.   Sire: Malton Zenith, Dam: Bethlehem May 2nd.  
2nd Kelly Family  ‘Ricketstown Heathermaid Nia’. Sire: Sprys Patent Ace, Dam: Balgay Heathermaid. 

 

PAIR of ANIMALS 

1st Kelly Family  ‘Ricketstown Phantasy Lucy’.  Sire: Knockenjig Hercules, Dam: Podehole Phantasy Jade & 
  ‘Ricketstown Genoa Matilda’.  Sire: Knockenjig Hercules, Dam: Podehole Genoa Joanna. 

2nd Thomas Fox  ‘Bethlehem Roan Lady’,   Sire: Bethlehem Breeze, Dam: Kilfrush Princess. &   
  ‘Bethlehem Malton’.   Sire: Malton Zenith, Dam: IE361003050389. 

 

CHAMPION & RESERVE Breed Champion 

1st Kelly Family  ‘Balgay Heathermaid’.   Sire: Glenisla Zetor, Dam: Balgay Heather. 
2nd Thomas Fox  ‘Bethlehem Roan Lady’.   Sire: Bethlehem Breeze, Dam: Kilfrush Princess. 

 

JUNIOR Champion 

1st Thomas Fox  ‘Bethlehem Malton’.   Sire: Malton Zenith, Dam: Bethlehem May 2nd.  
2nd Kelly Family  ‘Ricketstown Heathermaid Nia’. Sire: Sprys Patent Ace, Dam: Balgay Heathermaid. 

 

BEEF NATIVE PAIRS Competition 

1st  Kelly Family  ‘Ricketstown Phantasy Lucy’.  Sire: Knockenjig Hercules, Dam: Podehole Phantasy Jade & 
  ‘Ricketstown Genoa Matilda’.  Sire: Knockenjig Hercules, Dam: Podehole Genoa Joanna. 

 

BEEF INTERBREED CHAMPIONSHIP 

 1st Kelly Family  ‘Balgay Heathermaid’.   Sire: Glenisla Zetor,  Dam: Balgay Heather. 

Mount Briscoe Native Breed  
Show Results 
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GAVAN PEDIGREE HERDS 
ANGUS & SHORTHORN CATTLE SINCE 1945 

TRADITION –QUALITY—PERFORMANCE 

TOP QUALITY CATTLE, SEMEN & EMBRYOS ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

CONTACT: JUDE BENSON 

LARKHILL, KEASH, BALLYMOTE, CO. SLIGO, F56 NN88. 

TELEPHONE: 087 2711326 
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Remembering Friends 
 
 

S horthorn breeders were deeply 
saddened to learn of the passing of 

Jim Bohan, one of the great stalwarts of 
the breed on the island of Ireland. Jim 
owned and farmed his herd of pedigree 
registered Beef Shorthorn cattle under 
the Drumrane prefix. He had lived for 
nearly fifty five years in the townland of 
Drumrane situated just outside the 
town of Ballinamore, County Leitrim. 
Jim was a lifetime supporter and 
promoter of the Shorthorn breed and 
his foray into the world of pedigree 
breeding started when he purchased his 
first foundation cow in 1970. She was 
’Elphin Moltina’ bred by the late Josie 
Kelly from Elphin, Co. Roscommon. 

From those simple beginnings the herd 
has grown over the last fifty years, and 
today numbers thirty pedigree breeding 
females. Since its inception Jim always 
placed great emphasis on using top A.I. 
sires within the herd, but in 2008 he 
decided to purchase his first stock bull 
‘Hillview Tim 2nd’. This bull was bred by 
Patrick Clarke from Ballinafad, Co. Sligo, 
and left a tremendous line of progeny 
behind him. A homebred bull replaced 
him after four years, ‘Drumrone Albert’. 
He was sired by the Canadian bull 
‘Eionmor Ultra 8C’, and he was kept for 
six years before then being replaced by 
‘Tintrim Ollie’ who was bred by Mary 
McNamara from Co. Clare. 

From the early 1970’s right up to about 
a year or two before he died Jim never 
missed a Midland and Western sale in 
Carrick-on-Shannon. He was always 
there as either an exhibitor or as a 
spectator if he had no stock to show. He 
used the sale as a social outing and as 
an opportunity to go to meet up with 
old friends, some of whom he might not 
have seen since the previous year’s sale. 
Over the years he had many prize-
winners in Carrick-on-Shannon and also 
a prize winner at the Society’s Elite Sale 
in Roscommon. Jim’s stock proved very 
lucky and successful for their 
purchasers, and Drumrane prefixed 
stock have been sourced by many new 
and established breeders throughout 
Ireland and the U.K. whether founding 
or adding to their existing herds. 

Jim was a great supporter of his local 
agricultural shows and won a lot of 
prizes at Ballinamore, Cloone and Mohill 
shows down through the years which 
brought him much joy. 

As well as supporting his local shows 
and sales, Jim was a key member of his 
local Shorthorn breeders’ club, the 
Croghan Shorthorn Breeders’ Club, 
which is based in Carrick-on-Shannon. 
Jim served for many years as it’s 
Chairman, where he achieved a 
reputation for being of great integrity 
and very fair during his term of office. 

During his tenure the club enjoyed its 
greatest successes and highest 
membership. On a national level Jim 
was a founding member of the Irish 
Shorthorn Society. Together with some  
like minded breeders, Jim saw the need 
for an Irish based and managed society 
to cater for the needs of the breed and 
its breeders in Ireland. With his help 
and efforts the Irish Shorthorn Society 
was formed in March of 2004, and from 
then until his retirement in June 2011 
he served as a key member of council. A 
tremendously gentle and modest man, 
his warmth of personality and great 
sense of humour endeared him to all of 
those who had the pleasure of coming 
to know him. 

In 2010 Jim’s dedication to the 
Shorthorn breed was duly recognised by 
his peers when he was awarded the 
National Hall of Fame Award for his 
tremendous works through the years. 

Jim is survived by his loving wife Nuala, 
his sons Noel, Barry and daughter Mary. 
Jim’s son-in-law, grandchildren, great 
granddaughter and his brothers John, 
Charles and Michael. 

The tradition of breeding and showing 
pedigree shorthorn cattle is still 
continued today by his son Noel. 

Ar dheis de’ go raibh a anam dilis 

 

Jim Bohan 
Drumrane,  

Ballinamore,  

  Co. Leitrim.  
 

31st September 1935 - 4th January 2020 
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T he death occurred of John Joe 
Conway Knockaneadan, Kilfenora, 

Co. Clare on the 9th July 2019. A 
lifelong member of the Irish Shorthorn 
Society John Joe was born on the 2nd 
May 1935, the second eldest in a 
family of 5 boys to parents Patrick and 
Mary (nee Ward) Conway. 

It is said if you are remembered in the 
heart, you will never die and for John 
Joe his rich and varied life will forever 
be remembered in the hearts and 
minds of those of us who were blessed 
enough to have known him. John Joe 
had many interests; music, song, 
dance, a member of the local dramatic 
society, a sports enthusiast and also a 
keen observer of moons, tides and 
weather patterns, but it was his style 
as a storyteller that set him apart. 
John Joe told a story with a descriptive 
vocabulary and coloured it with a turn 
of phrase which was unparalleled. 

Meeting John Joe was always special 
whether it was at his home or in the 
street or at the mart there was always 
a tangible loveliness in the way he 
would greet you. You would be met 

with the words “Musha” “God Bless 
you” and “How in the world are you?” 
There is no doubt one of the great 
beauties in the evolution of the human 
story is people and place, and John Joe 
represented in his lifetime all that is 
worthwhile about that culture. A 
number of years ago I happened to 
buy a few shorthorn cattle from 
Andrew O’Donoghue and when I was 
going through the certs I could see 
John Joe was the breeder of one of the 
cows. Meeting John Joe after mass one 
evening and telling him how I was now 
the owner of one of his cows and the 
name on her cert was “Knockaneadan 
Drowsy Maggie“ this drew his 
immediate attention and he thought 
for a moment and said “ the Lord yes! I 
remember her now, she is a half twin 
and was born in the month of 
February, two little roan heifers and I 
named them after two reels 
Knockaneadan Drowsy Maggie and 
Knockaneadan Sporting Nell”. 

I could only imagine this bachelor 
farmer, sitting alone at night by his 
fireside, thinking up names for his 
cows and admire how he had the 

poetic vision to come up with names 
that so well represented where he 
lived and the aspects of the culture he 
loved. 

At his passing people travelled from all 
corners of Ireland to pay their 
respects. Fr Ned Crosby along with 
John Joe’s two neighbours Fr. John 
McNamara and Fr. Paddy Conway said 
the mass while John Joe’s brother 
Martin and several local musicians 
provided the music. His niece 
Catherine gave a touching homily in 
which she told stories of spending her 
summer holidays as a child with John 
Joe, going to the creamery, saving hay 
and doing all the farm chores. She 
recalled at the time that she felt John 
Joe’s hens were the luckiest hens in 
the world because irrespective of their 
performance they were left there to 
die of old age! But the final words 
were left to Ned Crosby quoting from 
Shakespeare he said “ His life was 
gentle, and the elements so mixed in 
him that nature might stand up and 
say to all the world, this was a man “ 

Ní bheidh a leithéid ann arís  

 

John Joe Conway 
Knockaneadan,  

Kilfenora,  

Co. Clare. 
 

2nd May 1935 - 9th July 2019 

Remembering Friends 
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Martin and several local musicians 
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the world because irrespective of their 
performance they were left there to 
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him that nature might stand up and 
say to all the world, this was a man “ 

Ní bheidh a leithéid ann arís  

 

John Joe Conway 
Knockaneadan,  

Kilfenora,  

Co. Clare. 
 

2nd May 1935 - 9th July 2019 

Remembering Friends 
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Spring Premier Sale  
April 2019 

 
  26 Females              9 Bulls          60% Clearance 

The Society hosted a Spring Sale in Roscommon Mart on Saturday April 13th 2019. There was a 60% clearance rate with 
10% going for export. The Judge on the day was Alan Gibbons from Strokestown, Co. Roscommon.  

The Champion Female Rockville Lucy 425 bred by Anthony Dockery, Co. Roscommon a Bushypark Ultra daughter out of a 
Dovea Leader 2nd cow Gavan Lucy sold for a top price of €3000. The Reserve Champion Female Ardnaskea Dreamer bred 
by Pat Hehir Co. Clare. Dreamer is a Coolvin Dominator daughter out of a Glenisla Explorer cow Ardnaskea Angel 4th sold 
for €2100 to a new breeder from Co. Cavan as a foundation female for his new herd. 

The Champion Female Rockville Lucy 425 pictured with Anthony Dockery, Co. Roscommon and Judge Alan Gibbons. 
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The Reserve Champion Female Ardnaskea Dreamer bred by Pat Hehir Co. Clare. sold for €2100.  

The next best price was for Bethlehem 
Patch 3rd bred by Tom Fox, Co. West-
meath. Patch 3rd was homebred on 
both sides sired by Bethlehem Breeze 
out of Bethlehem Patricia 

She sold for  €2000 
 

Pictured: Thomas Fox 

A May 2018 heifer Rockville Rose 433 bred by 
Anthony Dockery , Co. Roscommon. A Cloontia 
Jake daughter out of Bennekerry Red Rose. 

She sold for  €1200 

 

Pictured: Anthony Dockery 
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    Spring Premier Sale  

The Champion Male – 
Moygara Lord was bred 
by Michael McKeon, 
Co. Sligo. Lord is sired 
by Michael’s Senior 
Stock Bull – Ballylinney 
Eagle out of a Buffalo 
Lake Blockbuster cow 
Moygara Camelia and 
remained unsold on 
the day.  

Pictured: Dan McKeon 
with Judge Alan 
Gibbons and Irish 
Shorthorn Secretary 
Mary Purcell 

The Reserve Champion 
Male – Lismacool Cracker 
273 was bred by Padraig 
Flanagan, Co. 
Roscommon. Cracker is a 
son of Padraig’s Senior 
Stock Bull - Brickeens 
Smasher out of a 
homebred cow Lismacool 
Jenny and he sold for 
€1700. 

Pictured: Padraig Flanagan 
with Judge Alan Gibbons 

Lot 21 Ballinlig Deeda was bred by 
Terry & Amelda Middleton, Moate, 
Co Roscommon. Deeda is a son of 
Doon Erasmus and out of a homebred 
cow Ballinlig Jazza Bella. Deeda  
remained unsold on the day.  

 

Pictured: Brian & Amelda Leonard 
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Visitors Always Welcome. 
 

Breeder Details: Frank Whitney               Mobile: 0879777484                Email: frankwhitney@gmail.com 

Portshan Shorthorns Established 1980 

Pedigree breeder of shorthorn heifers and bulls, renowned for cattle that are docile, fleshy, powerful, with strong 
maternal traits. Key emphasis on breeding correct structure, strong bone and easy fleshed cattle. 

Portshan - where perfection is possible 
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“There is no cow any 
better than the 
shorthorn cow, 

buckets of milk to 
finish off a calf at the 
back end of the year 
at 320kgs or 330kgs 
from grass alone” 

John McCormack Rathnamaddagh, 
Dysart, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath. 
 

I  got into shorthorn more or less by 
accident, even though I was always 

keen on the shorthorn as I was brought 
up with them as a young lad.  In 1991, 
we moved to where we are now and at 
the time I had some very good 
commercial angus cows and a good 
angus bull by Sunset Acres Bang who 
was breeding well for me.  One year I 
had a half dozen angus heifers that I 
was keeping for replacement so I 
needed to buy another bull to let on 
them.  At the time a good angus bull 
was a good trade so I bought a 
shorthorn bull instead as they were a bit 
cheaper and also, I was curious to see 
how the cross would work on angus 
heifers and boy was I not happy with 
what I got.  Out of the 6 or 7 heifers that 
calved to the shorthorn I got the most 
beautiful black and blue shorthorn cross 

calves of superb quality with a lovely 
coat of soft hair.  I was gob smacked 
with how they did, you would stand in 
the rain to look at them.  So I needed no 
convincing, as for me the shorthorn 
influence was better than any other 
breed.  The following year I bought a 
better shorthorn bull that I let to nearly 
half the herd and within 3 or 4 years it 
was all shorthorn I was breeding.  

At that time money was tight so every 
pound mattered, as our sole income 
was coming from the farm so it had to 
pay for itself in order to make ends 
meet.  The quality of the stock I was 
getting with the shorthorn on the black 
for me, it reinforced why the Scottish 
man was so fond of the blue.  I was now 
producing the old type, the type I loved, 
a traditional type animal, an animal that 
works well in this country and above all 
else an animal that was able to leave a 
margin.  The cross of the shorthorn and 

the angus is the cross 
of two of the best 
breeds ever to come 
into this country.  For 
me and my set up, 
low maintenance, no 
meal bills - “let them 
go their own way”, 
easy fleshing from a 
grass system, docility, 
milk, fertility, 
softness, everything 

you wanted was in that cross and that 
was important to me.  I wanted a good 
three quarter sized cow that could 
produce an 'R grade' animal that was 
easy fleshing.  

When I would go to the mart with lovely 
soft, hairy cattle R grade animals, a lot 
of people especially the younger farmer 
and even so called smart stock-men, 
had no idea of what sort of cattle they 
were looking at.  They thought because 
they were blue grey in colour they were 
Belgian blues.  They would never in a 
hundred years think they were bred by 
a shorthorn bull, but after they going 
through the ring everybody knew what 
the breeding was as I often topped the 
sales for breeding stock.  I know that up 
to recently at least, many people would 
be of the opinion that the shorthorn is 
an older man’s beast because they are 
quiet and easy managed, which is 
ridiculous.  There is no cow any better 
than the shorthorn cow, buckets of milk 
to finish off a calf at the back end of the 
year at 320kgs or 330kgs from grass 
alone.  For part farmers you must have 
a low maintenance cow, a low input 
system with low veterinary costs and 
docile animals that are good mothers 
and safe to handle.  In fact, nearly all of 
my stock I can rub in the field and when 
they calve they might give two licks to 
the calf and one to me…. with no fear of 
them turning on me.  

   Rathgowney Shorthorns 
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T oday I keep around 30 cows, all 
running with the shorthorn.  I have 

9 pedigree shorthorns that I more or 
less run commercially.  2017 was an 
exceptional year, I ran 32 cows with the 
shorthorn bull and I had 36 live calves 
“so go match that with any other breed 
and you will have your work cut out”.  I 
know you will rarely have returns like 
that unless you are awful lucky, but I 
always aim to have a live calf per cow 
per year.  The shorthorn are hardy, 
they want to live, give them any chance 
at all they are up and sucking.  I out 
winter my cows, I'm fortunate as I have 
some very good ground and I also have 
some rough ground with good shelter 
that I can run the cows in small 
numbers here and there around the 
farm for the  winter.  I used to start the 
calving season in September/October 
but that is a little harder on the cow, so 
going forward I am planning on calving 
in February/March.  I sell a lot of my 
stock especially the heifers off the land 
and mostly to repeat customers which 
is great and I have no problem selling 
the bull calves either.  I am now at the 
point where I’m double crossing the 
shorthorn, in other words the 
shorthorn bull crossed with the angus 
cow will give a shorthorn X black or 
blue grey and they crossed back again 
to a shorthorn, now you have the real 
thing.   

Over the years with the black cows I 
sourced AI straws from Doonally House 
in Sligo. I used mostly Highland Colossal 
and Doonally Jumbo then when I 
moved to shorthorn I used the likes of 
Annaly Leo, Castletroy Bertie, Mohill 
Jack but my favourite was Dovea Sir 
James and his father Tourtant Sir James 
a bull that bred proper shorthorns.  In 
recent years I had a great bull by Sliabh 
Prince and sadly he injured himself and 

had to go.  I now 
have a nice 
quality traditional 
bull from the 
Rockville Herd 
and my latest 
addition is a 
classy weanling 
by Hussar of 
Upsall from the 
Ballinlig Herd that 
I purchased at 
the society 
premier sale 
which I have high 
hopes for.  If 
either bull breed like themselves I’ll be 
happy. 

The advice I would give to anybody 
contemplating buying a shorthorn bull is 
go ahead and buy one, there are plenty 
of good ones around but you must pick a 
proper bull.  For me, he must have the 
basic characteristics; a three quarter size, 
soft fleshing, nice bone, clean head and 
from a good bloodline.  I always say “he 
has to be more like a table not a camel”.  
A good top line with four good legs.  I'm 
not a fan of muscle, I like natural width 
and softness and remember we cannot 
lose sight of easy calving.  Now with 
carbon foot print you need animals that 
are ready to go at 20 months so don't 
buy a plain, leggy or an 'O grade' bull 
that is split from arse to breakfast time!!  
I can tell you there progeny will be hard 
finished.  A bull needs to produce a calf 
that is not going to grow too big, 
otherwise growth rate is all you have - 
not flesh rate, they need to stop growing 
early to finish early.  

In my opinion the society at premier 
sales needs to be terribly exact when 
taking in bulls, to the point of being hard 
on breeders now, rather than just letting 
in a number.  This will ensure that in the 

next 5-10 years the quality of shorthorn 
bulls used in herds will be much greater 
than it is today, breeders will get better 
prices and long-term the commercial 
farmer will be much happier.  My advice 
is don't be afraid to turn away plain bulls 
as it will suffocate the market with poor 
prices and the breed will be seen as I 
already mentioned as an old man's breed 
instead of a profitable and a common 
sense breed.  

I was delighted to be asked if I would 
show a couple of commercial blue grey 
heifers in the shorthorn stand at the 
ploughing last year.  The interest was 
phenomenal with great curiosity in how 
they were bred from all types of 
breeders.  I was blown away at the 
interest people showed in them and if 
one ever doubted the future of the 
shorthorn influence in the blue grey for 
breeding all I can say is ‘the future is 
safe and well for the shorthorn and the 
blue grey. More and more commercial 
farmers needs to be aware of the real 
value that a good shorthorn bull can do 
in a herd by breeding a female that 
ticks all the boxes.  All I will say is try 
them before you knock them!!!! 

 Prince Muddagh 
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T he Irish Shorthorn Society held it's second Premier Sale of the year at Roscommon Mart on Saturday the 9th of November. 
Officiating as judge on the day was respected Northern Ireland breeder Richard Henning who owns and manages the well 

known Mullaglass herd just 
outside Newry in County Down.  

The days proceedings started with 
an excellent display of quality 
heifers from which the judge 
chose the 20 month old Ballylaffin 
Mercy as his overall female 
champion. This light roan 
daughter of Glann Thomas, and 
bred from a Kilfrush Vantage 8th 
dam, was exhibited on the day by 
owner Michael Flatley, from 
Glann, Co. Mayo. She has a 
Replacement Index of €107 
making her five star across all 
breeds. She sold for €2,200 at the 
fall of the hammer.  

T he day's reserve supreme 
female champion came in the 

shape of Lismacool Dorothy 285, a 
second prize winner in the same 
class as the overall champion. This 
19 month old daughter of 
Lismacool Jeffrey is from a 
Kilbeagh Billy 2nd sired dam, and 
was offered by breeders Padraig 
Flanagan and family, Elphin, Co. 
Roscommon. Selling with a four 
star Replacement Index of €95, she 
went on to realise €2,300. Padraig 
also achieved €2,100 for Lismacool 
Nollaig 274, a much admired 23 
month old roan Spys Patent's Ace 
G38 daughter from a Sliabhbhui 
Prince 2nd dam.  

Autumn Premier Sale  
(November 2019) 

 
42 Females                     15 Bulls 

 
   60% Clearance              30% Clearance 
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T he days highest selling heifer came 
from County Carlow breeder 

Martin Kelly, from Ricketstown, just 
outside Rathvilly. His stylish 2 year old 
heifer Ricketstown Phantasy Lucy 
offered a unique pedigree to 
prospective bidders as she is sired by 
the U.K. bred Knockenjig Hercules, and 
out of the imported cow Podehole 
Phantasy Jade. She found a new home 
trading at €3,500. Continuing on from 
this Martin also secured the day's 
second highest price of €3,000 for the 
first prize winning Ricketstown Rothes 
Maggie 248. This one is bred by the 
Kelly's resident herd sire Podehole Elite, 
and out of the home bred dam 
Ricketstown Rothes Kerry 2, who herself 
is by Uppermill Beggar.  

T hird highest priced heifer was the 
8 month old Bellevue Doris, from 

Sligo breeders Jim and Mary Kilcullen 
who farm just outside Templeboy. 
Their much admired weanling is a 
direct daughter of their imported 
stock bull Dunsyre Konstantin, and out 
of a Fingask Wellington bred mother 
Bellevue Mischief. Making €2,750, this 
one was sold for export on the day. 
From a draft of 8 heifers offered by 
the Kilcullens  they also achieved 
€1,400 for their 8 month old calf 
Bellevue Dyota  and €1,350 for 
Bellevue Dandy, both by the Dunsyre 
bull.  

A  February 2018 born maiden 
heifer Rowanberry Magical, from 

Shane Brigdale in Ennis County Clare. 
This 19 month old daughter of HC Free 
Spirit 6y is from a Creaga Dice sired 
dam,  

Selling with a four star Replacement 
Index of €94, she went on to realise 
€2,200. Shane also achieved €1,800 
for Rowanberry Melody a Rowanberry 
Jester daughter, from a Blelack 
Minstrel dam.  
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T he Irish Shorthorn Society held it's second Premier Sale of the year at Roscommon Mart on Saturday the 9th of November. 
Officiating as judge on the day was respected Northern Ireland breeder Richard Henning who owns and manages the well 

known Mullaglass herd just 
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Autumn Premier Sale  
(November 2019) 

 
42 Females                     15 Bulls 

 
   60% Clearance              30% Clearance 
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T he days highest selling heifer came 
from County Carlow breeder 

Martin Kelly, from Ricketstown, just 
outside Rathvilly. His stylish 2 year old 
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offered a unique pedigree to 
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Female Class Results. 

Class 1 
1st.  Ricketstown Rothes Maggie 248.   Sire: Podehole Elite. Dam: Ricketstown Rothes Kerry 2.  
         Bred by Martin Kelly. Rathvilly, Co. Carlow.  
2nd. Rowanberry Melody.    Sire: Rowanberry Jester. Dam:Lowther Melody 254.  
         Bred by Shane Brigdale, Ennis, Co. Clare.  
3rd. Lismacool Nollaig 274.    Sire: Sprys Patent's Ace G38. Dam: Macelower Kate.  
         Bred by Pagraig Flanagan, Elphin, Co. Roscommon.  
4th. Ballylaffin Moira.     Sire: Glann Thomas. Dam:Ballylaffin Halo.  
         Exhibited by Michael Flatley, Kilkelly, Co. Mayo.  
Class 2  
1st. Ballylaffin Mercy.     Sire: Glann Thomas. Dam: Ballylaffin Fiona.  
         Exhibited by Michael Flatley. Kilkelly, Co. Mayo.  
2nd. Lismacool Dorothy 285.    Sire: Lismacool Jeffrey. Dam:Killaturley Princess 2nd.  
         Bred by Padraig Flanagan. Elphin, Co. Roscommon.  
3rd. Rowanberry Magical.    Sire: HC Free Spirit 6Y. Dam: Rowanberry Kirstie.  
         Bred by Shane Brigdale. Ennis, Co. Clare.  
4th. Coolvin Trendy.     Sire: Ardclay Jupiter. Dam: Coolvin Juanne.  
         Bred by Padraig Coughlan. Ballymahon, Co. Westmeath.  
Class 3 
1st.. Bellevue Doris.     Sire: Dunsyre Konstantin. Dam: Bellevue Bellevue Mischief.  
         Bred by Jim and Mary Kilcullen. Templeboy, Co. Sligo.  
2nd. Rockville Rose 450.     Sire:  Tentore Dearg. Dam: Rockville Rose Red 13th.  
         Bred by Anthony Dockery. Elphin, Co. Roscommon.  
3rd.  Orkney Nespresso.     Sire: Bayview Unique K11. Dam:Orkney Sparkle.  
         Bred by Henry Dudley. Templemore, Co. Tipperary.  
4th.  Kilbeagh New Bliss.     Sire: Newbliss Broadhooks Boy 3rd. Dam: Doonhill Bidget 15.  
         Bred by Michael Joe Doherty. Charlestown, Co. Mayo.  
Class 4  
1st. Belleview Danna.     Sire: Dunsyre Konstantin. Dam: Bellevue Alexis.  
         Bred by Jim and Mary Kilcullen. Templeboy, Co. Sligo.  
2nd. Belleview Dena.     Sire: Dunsyre Konstantin. Dam: Bellevue Leigh.  
         Bred by Jim and Mary Kilcullen. Templeboy, Co. Sligo. 
3rd. Kilbeagh White Deidre.    Sire: Kilbeagh Patent's Ace. Dam: Blackhead Deidre 3rd.  
         Bred by Michael Joe Doherty. Charlestown, Co. Mayo.  
4th. Tintrim Barbara.     Sire: Tintrim Adams. Dam: Tintrim Leanne.  
         Bred by Anthony McNamara. Scariff, Co. Clare.  
 

Champion Female:  Ballylaffin Mercy        Reserve Champion Female: Lismacool Dorothy 285  
 
 

Autumn Premier Sale (November 2019) 
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I n the days male section Tom Fox's 10 
month old entry Bethlehem Malton 

took the days top honours. This dark 
roan calf carries a lot of Australian 
genetics being sired by Malton Zenith 
and out of the homebred dam 
Bethlehem May 2nd who herself is by 
Sprys Patent's Ace G38. No stranger to 
show success he had been previously 
crowned national bull calf champion at 
the Irish Shorthorn Society's finals in 
September which were held at 
Strokestown Show. This bull has a 
Terminal Index of €50, making him five 
star within breed, and a Replacement 
Index of €94, making him four star 
across all breeds. He left the ring unsold 
having failed to meet his reserve.  

R eserve champion came in the 
shape of Rockville Picasso 423. 

This 21 month old son of Sprys Patent's 
Ace was the oldest male entry in the 
catalogue. Out of a Deerpark Furty dam 
this one carried a Terminal Index of 
€77, making him 5 star within breed, 
and a Replacement Index of €137, 
making him 5 star both within and 
across all breeds. He also failed to meet 
his reserve and remained unsold.  

T op price in the males at €1,700 was 
Martin Kelly's 9 month old 

Ricketstown Navigator 267. This eye-
catching dark roan son of Podehole 
Elite is from the imported cow 
Podehole Phantasy Heidi . This one had 
an impressive Terminal Index of €109, 
and a Replacement Index of €125. 
Second highest male price was €1,200 
for Ballinlig Isaac from Terry and 
Amelda Middleton. This April 2019 calf 
is by the U.K. A.I. sire Hussar of Upsall, 
and out of a Sliabhbhui Prince 2nd dam. 
Trading at €1,100 was Michael Flatley's 
Glann Noble Ned. This February calf is 
from a Waukaru Coppertop dam and 
sired by Stoneyroyd Halcyon Matrix.  

Ricketstown Navigator 

Rockville Picasso 423 

Bethlehem Malton 

Autumn Premier Sale (November 2019) 

Bethlehem Malton 

Rockville Picasso 423 
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Male Class Results. 

Class 5 
1st. Rockville Picasso 423.    Sire: Sprys Patent's Ace G38. Dam: Rockville Yabby 13th.  
          Bred by Anthony Dockery. Elphin, Co. Roscommon.  
2nd. Earlsfield Lucky Red.    Sire: Ballyart Lucky ET. Dam: Lismacool Josie.  
          Bred by Oliver Kerins. Ballymote, Co. Sligo.  
3rd. Coolvin Barney.     Sire: Ardclay Jupiter. Dam: Coolvin Veronica.  
          Bred by Padraig Coughlan. Ballymahon, Co. Westmeath.  
4th. Rincoola Maybee.    Sire: Grousehall Mayflower Storm ET.    Dam: Rockmore Dot 2nd.  
          Bred by Angela McGahern. Granard, Co. Longford. 
 
Class 6  
 1st. Bethlehem Malton.    Sire: Malton Zenith. Dam: Bethlehem May 2nd.  
          Bred by Thomas Fox. Athlone, Co. Westmeath.  
2nd. Ricketstown Navigator 267.   Sire: Podehole Elite. Dam: Podehole Phantasy Heidi .  
          Bred by Martin Kelly. Rathvilly, Co. Carlow.  
3rd. Ballinlig Isaac.     Sire: Hussar of Upsall. Dam: Ballinlig Twinkle.  
          Bred by Terry and Amelda Middleton. Co. Westmeath.  
4th. Glann Noble Ned.    Sire: Stoneyroyd Halcyon Matrix. Dam: Woodfield Molly 7th.  
          Bred by Michael Flatley. Kilkelly, Co. Mayo.  
 

Champion Bull: Bethlehem Malton     Reserve Champion Bull:  Rockville Picasso 423 

Autumn Premier Sale November 2019 
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Hall of  Fame Award 2019 
Canon Michael Spelman 

T his year the Irish Shorthorn Society was delighted to nominate Canon Michael Spelman from Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo for 
the Shorthorn Hall of Fame award 2019 for his commitment and dedication to the breed over three decades. Canon 

Spelman established his Woodfield Shorthorn herd in 1987 with the purchase of foundation females from two local herds. 
The Lurgan herd of Tom Johnston and the Logboy herd of John Godfrey in Claremorris. Some of the best cow families from 
those early acquisitions were the Molly, Daffodil, Tonia and Gemma lines. Over the years he always selected the best 
genetics available and endeavoured to breed top quality Shorthorns with many making their way into the Show rings when 
purchased. 
 

Canon Michael was also a founding member of the local Moyside Shorthorn Breeders Club which was formed in July 2004. 
He played an active part at meetings, annual sales,  events and outings. He very kindly sponsored a perpetual Trophy which 
is still in use at the Annual Club Sale every October. Canon Michael is a great conversationalist and also more than willing to 
impart his knowledge of the Shorthorn breed to both young and old alike. 

The awards on the night were presented by Minister of State Kevin “Boxer” Moran T.D. to George Carter on behalf of Canon 
Spelman. A meal with friends was held in Charlestown in March, where Shorthorn President Phil Sheedy presented the 
award to Canon Spelman. 

Above: Canon Spelman with President Phil  Sheedy.    Right: Minister of State Kevin 
“Boxer” Moran T.D. presenting the award to George Carter on behalf of Canon Spelman 
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FBD EuroStar €200  
Best Pedigree Herd 2019  

A t the annual ICBF & Sheep Ireland Genetics Conference in Killenard on the 17th of January the winners and finalists of 
the FBD Eurostar €200 Pedigree Herd Competition 2019 were announced. 

For this competition, herds were shortlisted based on analysis of several key performance indicators including fertility, 
calving and data recording. Following on from this analysis, herds were involved in a telephone interview, where they 
discussed their own farming practices, breeding strategies and grassland management. Herds were categorised based on the 
five main breeds, LM, SI, CH, AA, HE and an ‘All Other Breeds’ category. 

James Whelan of Ballylafin Shorthorns was shortlisted in the ‘All other Breeds’ category along with Berndan Murray of 
Belmount Salers and the Galvin family of Terelton Blonde D’aquitaine. Congratulation to James and his family on this 
marvellous achievement. 

On the night the winner was announced as Brendan Murray. 

Brendan Murray (Salers), James Whelan (Shorthorns), Sean Galvin (Blonde D’aquitaine) and Sean Coughlin CEO of ICBF 
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Pedigree Cattle Breeders Awards 

The Pedigree Cattle Breeders inaugural Awards Night held in February 2020. The Dowd Family were nominated by the Irish 
Shorthorn Society for this new award for a remarkable show season in 2019 with their All Ireland 2 year old Heifer Portshan 
Blueway. Blueway was also awarded the Irish Shows Association Reserve Champion All Ireland Interbreed Suckler Heifer 2019. 

Photo L to R: Lisa, Noel & Nora. 

Portshan Blueway 
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Thank you: 
Sincere thanks to all who travelled to Elphin 
last October and purchased stock at our 
Reduction Sale.  

Best wishes to all who purchased stock from 
Moygara Shorthorns.  

See Sale Report on page ? 

MOYGARA BEEF SHORTHORNS 

Hey did you hear……..Coxhill Magnum was 
the Champion Shorthorn at Stirling Bull 
Sales in February. He sold for £20,000gns. 
Magnum is sired by Ballylinney Glenn, full 
brother to Coxhill Karl.  

Current Stock Bull – Coxhill Karl with some of the Moygara Beef Shorthorn Cows 

 

Moygara Duchess was the top priced maiden heifer at the 
Moyside Croghan Shorthorn Club sale at Elphin, Oct 2019.  

Three Karl daughters enjoying the sun.  

High Health Status Herd TB, Brucellosis, BVD & Johne’s free.  

Visitors Welcome. Visit Moygara Shorthorns on Facebook. 

Contact: Michael 086-8858052    Dan 087-7951232 
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L ocated outside Skibbereen in picturesque West 
Cork on the Wild Atlantic way is the Castlehaven 

Herd. Owned and managed by Philip and Caroline 
Salter and assisted by their children Gemma, Zoe and 
Ross. 

Throughout the years Philips interest in Shorthorns 
was ignited from listening to stories and looking at 
pictures of the Shorthorn cattle around the family 
home. “My father had Shorthorns but by the time I 
was grown up these had been replaced by British 
Friesians”, Philip reminisces. “I made the decision to 
invest in Shorthorns and in 1990 finally purchased my 
first pedigree Shorthorn weanlings from Ned Maher in 
Kilkenny.” 

Thereafter Philip made his next purchase from the 
Ballingarrane Estate in Tipperary, quickly establishing 
a herd of milking dual purpose Shorthorns. To begin 
with Philip only used AI and the herd progressively 
expanded with a mix of proven genetics.  

“Back then my father and I also started showing cattle 
with good success. We had many championships, but 
the highlight was winning the supreme Dairy 
Champion at Cork Show.” Philp proudly recollects.  

In 1998, Philip decided to cease milk production and 
all the best milking stock were sold. The more dual-
purpose stock were retained and the challenge of 
establishing a beef shorthorn herd was 
undertaken.  “I purchased my first stock bull Creaga 
Ponton from Noel Dowd at the Kilfenora Sales where 
he was Champion. Unfortunately, he was killed by a 
neighbour’s bull after one season, so I returned to 
purchase his full brother Creaga Ranson who I had for 
seven seasons and he put a great foundation to the 
herd.” Philip explained. He also purchased a number 
of heifers from the renowned Lickeen, Clonina, 
Knockagarry and Deshure herds and continued to use 
some AI which helped to develop the Castlehaven 
Beef Shorthorn Herd. 

The real find was getting the aged stock bull Creaga 
Thunder from Andy O’Donoghue in Clare, as he bred 
very well with my cows and although I only had him 
for one season,  he left me with a large number of 
very good heifer calves which created the backbone 
to my herd” Philip explains. Creaga Thunder was 
followed by another aged stock bull Lickeen Enda 5th 
purchased from John Keane of the Bushypark Herd.“ 

   Castlehaven Shorthorns 

 

                                                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12                                                 49 

I n order to introduce a fresh mix of genetics Philip made 
the decision to go completely AI and the best bulls 

available were used each year. “Kilkelly Major, Creaga Dice, 
Eionmor Ultra, Alta Cedar Lads Legacy, Winalot Rodney, Doon 
Erasmus and Glenisla Explorer” but the most successful one 
Philip noted was, Chapleton Typhoon. “He sired my present 
stock bull Castlehaven Tornado and I am very impressed with 
Tornado’s calves. Typhoon also sired Castlehaven Rocky who 
was chosen for the Gene Ireland Program.”  Philip explains. 

An excited initiative aimed at improving the quality of our 
National suckler herd. Bulls undergo a strict selection process 
selected on the basis of genetic potential for good milk & 
fertility (in their daughters) and good growth & conformation 
(in calves from these daughters). Through the Gene Ireland 
programme semen of Castlehaven Rocky have been 
distributed through AI and used nationwide on both pedigree 
and commercial sucker farms. 

 

The Salters operate a spring calving system to maximise use 
of the grass growing season. Any surplus breeding stock is 
sold at the Shannonside Sale in Ennis annually. Breeding bulls 
are sold to pedigree and commercial breeders.  

“When time allows, my family and I enjoy participating in a 
little showing at local level with some very good success 
achieved to date, including numerous Champions.” Philip 
explains. “My older children Gemma and Zoe love being 
hands on in the show ring, leading the younger stock each 
year. It’s a great opportunity to showcase my herd.  My 
wife, Caroline and son Ross are on the side-lines to help out 
as these days are very busy but also very enjoyable” he 
says. 

Philip is also a respected Shorthorn Judge having judge 
many high-profile events and classes to include the All 
Ireland yearling heifer Championship at Limerick show. “I 

have always remained dedicated to 
Shorthorns as they are very docile, fertile, 
easy calving and are very good mothers. 
When you are handling cattle with young 
kids around the farm docility of the cattle is 
a big issue, but Shorthorns are a joy to work 
with.” Philip explains “I think a cow should 
be structurally sound, have good feet and a 
nice tidy udder with moderate sized teats to 
enable the calf to suckle easily. A cow should 
be capable of having a good calf every year 
with good weight for age values and be able 
to maintain itself with longevity as another 
decisive trait.”  

 

Castlehaven Rocky 



Irish Beef Shorthorn Society Volume 12        49

 

48                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12 

L ocated outside Skibbereen in picturesque West 
Cork on the Wild Atlantic way is the Castlehaven 

Herd. Owned and managed by Philip and Caroline 
Salter and assisted by their children Gemma, Zoe and 
Ross. 

Throughout the years Philips interest in Shorthorns 
was ignited from listening to stories and looking at 
pictures of the Shorthorn cattle around the family 
home. “My father had Shorthorns but by the time I 
was grown up these had been replaced by British 
Friesians”, Philip reminisces. “I made the decision to 
invest in Shorthorns and in 1990 finally purchased my 
first pedigree Shorthorn weanlings from Ned Maher in 
Kilkenny.” 

Thereafter Philip made his next purchase from the 
Ballingarrane Estate in Tipperary, quickly establishing 
a herd of milking dual purpose Shorthorns. To begin 
with Philip only used AI and the herd progressively 
expanded with a mix of proven genetics.  

“Back then my father and I also started showing cattle 
with good success. We had many championships, but 
the highlight was winning the supreme Dairy 
Champion at Cork Show.” Philp proudly recollects.  

In 1998, Philip decided to cease milk production and 
all the best milking stock were sold. The more dual-
purpose stock were retained and the challenge of 
establishing a beef shorthorn herd was 
undertaken.  “I purchased my first stock bull Creaga 
Ponton from Noel Dowd at the Kilfenora Sales where 
he was Champion. Unfortunately, he was killed by a 
neighbour’s bull after one season, so I returned to 
purchase his full brother Creaga Ranson who I had for 
seven seasons and he put a great foundation to the 
herd.” Philip explained. He also purchased a number 
of heifers from the renowned Lickeen, Clonina, 
Knockagarry and Deshure herds and continued to use 
some AI which helped to develop the Castlehaven 
Beef Shorthorn Herd. 

The real find was getting the aged stock bull Creaga 
Thunder from Andy O’Donoghue in Clare, as he bred 
very well with my cows and although I only had him 
for one season,  he left me with a large number of 
very good heifer calves which created the backbone 
to my herd” Philip explains. Creaga Thunder was 
followed by another aged stock bull Lickeen Enda 5th 
purchased from John Keane of the Bushypark Herd.“ 

   Castlehaven Shorthorns 

 

                                                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12                                                 49 

I n order to introduce a fresh mix of genetics Philip made 
the decision to go completely AI and the best bulls 

available were used each year. “Kilkelly Major, Creaga Dice, 
Eionmor Ultra, Alta Cedar Lads Legacy, Winalot Rodney, Doon 
Erasmus and Glenisla Explorer” but the most successful one 
Philip noted was, Chapleton Typhoon. “He sired my present 
stock bull Castlehaven Tornado and I am very impressed with 
Tornado’s calves. Typhoon also sired Castlehaven Rocky who 
was chosen for the Gene Ireland Program.”  Philip explains. 

An excited initiative aimed at improving the quality of our 
National suckler herd. Bulls undergo a strict selection process 
selected on the basis of genetic potential for good milk & 
fertility (in their daughters) and good growth & conformation 
(in calves from these daughters). Through the Gene Ireland 
programme semen of Castlehaven Rocky have been 
distributed through AI and used nationwide on both pedigree 
and commercial sucker farms. 

 

The Salters operate a spring calving system to maximise use 
of the grass growing season. Any surplus breeding stock is 
sold at the Shannonside Sale in Ennis annually. Breeding bulls 
are sold to pedigree and commercial breeders.  

“When time allows, my family and I enjoy participating in a 
little showing at local level with some very good success 
achieved to date, including numerous Champions.” Philip 
explains. “My older children Gemma and Zoe love being 
hands on in the show ring, leading the younger stock each 
year. It’s a great opportunity to showcase my herd.  My 
wife, Caroline and son Ross are on the side-lines to help out 
as these days are very busy but also very enjoyable” he 
says. 

Philip is also a respected Shorthorn Judge having judge 
many high-profile events and classes to include the All 
Ireland yearling heifer Championship at Limerick show. “I 

have always remained dedicated to 
Shorthorns as they are very docile, fertile, 
easy calving and are very good mothers. 
When you are handling cattle with young 
kids around the farm docility of the cattle is 
a big issue, but Shorthorns are a joy to work 
with.” Philip explains “I think a cow should 
be structurally sound, have good feet and a 
nice tidy udder with moderate sized teats to 
enable the calf to suckle easily. A cow should 
be capable of having a good calf every year 
with good weight for age values and be able 
to maintain itself with longevity as another 
decisive trait.”  

 

Castlehaven Rocky 



50    
    

Irish Beef Shorthorn Society Volume 12

 

50                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12 

T o keep improving the herd, Philip culls hard and 
doesn’t tolerate any cow that does not have a good 

calf each year or has any docility or fertility problem. 
“Thankfully Shorthorns as a rule do not have many of 
these issues so that is why Shorthorns tick all of these 
boxes and fit in my system perfectly” Philip explains. 
Today the Salters have a strong 25 cow herd with some 
very promising young stock to replenish and possibly 
grow the herd further. “My aim is to breed top quality 
structurally sound cattle that will perform in any herd 
that they are in, be that pedigree or commercial and with 
a lot of repeat purchasers, I hope I am achieving that” he 
says. 
“With the Beef Data and Genomics Programme and 
Whole Herd Performance Recording schemes from ICBF, I 
believe this has highlighted the best that Shorthorns can 
offer in terms of being efficient, docile, profitable cattle 
and I have experienced an increased demand for cattle 
which I think may be in part from these schemes.” 
“Also with the Shorthorn Marketing scheme in place for 
Shorthorn beef and a premium price being paid, I believe 

this will have a very positive effect for the breed in terms 
of increased demand for breeding bulls and also 
providing a commercial market for surplus male and 
lesser quality female stock which can only be positive for 
the breed as a whole.” 
Philip adds, “The ever-changing market will no doubt 
bring its own challenges, but I feel that Shorthorns are in 
a strong position and have a lot to offer and I look 
forward with confidence.” 

LISMACOOL BEEF SHORTHORNS 
“BIRTHPLACE OF MANY A CHAMPION” 

Stock for Sale at Society Sales and Off-Farm. 
Contact: Padraig Flanagan. Lismacool, Elphin, Co. Roscommon.  

Phone: 087-9319885 Email:padraigflanagan40@gmail.com 
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Lismacool Dorothy. Reserve Champion, Irish Shorthorn Premier Sale 2019 
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Fanore Beef Shorthorns 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breeder of Fanore Aoife shown extensively with huge success by the Dowd Family. 

 

 

 

 

Fanore Daffodil                          Fanore King 

Numerous prize winners at shows and Premier Sales.  

Visitors Always Welcome by Appointment 

Contact: Pat Casey, Derreen, Craggagh, Co Clare.  

Phone: 087 2870823  
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T he Shannonside Shorthorn Sale (Ennis 
2019) was held on October 5th in Clare 

Marts . Despite the fact  that it was a tough year 
for beef prices and farming in general, 
particularly with the uncertainty around Brexit, 
there was a 90% clearance of good quality 
stock. The Sale was very well supported with a 
noticeable large crowd gathered in the sales 
ring before the sale even started! Trade was 
brisk with a top price of €2275 for 4 star 
replacement index in calf heifer, Ardnaskea 
Summer, a Coolvin Dominator daughter , bred 
by Pat Hehir . Out of the 8 bulls presented 6 
were sold with a top price of €1900 for a 4 star 
replacement 5 star terminal index roan bull -
Bushypark Flanker by Blackvalley Flanker bred by John 
Keane . Top price in Maiden Heifers was €1320 for a 
Clashagad Daisy 2 nd heifer bred by John Sheedy. 

63 weanling heifers were sold with a top price of €2020  paid 
for a 5 star Clounmaccon Mary heifer out of Ballyart Lucky 
bred by Patrick O’Halloran . Over all prices were up an 
average 80 Euro a head on the 2018 sale. 

To all our customers, thank you so much for your continued 
support. We at Shannonside Shorthorn Breeders club, strive 
each year to provide a good supply of shorthorns with 
something to cater for every ones taste, and budget. We wish 
you all the best of luck with your purchases. 

This year we 
were delighted 
to welcome to 
our sale, newly 
married couple , 
Jamie & James 
Parnell from 
Parnell 
Shorthorns, 
Alabama, who 
were on their 

honeymoon in Ireland. Unfortunately they were coming to 
the end of their trip , so next time we hope to see both of you 
for a longer visit. 

I would also like to thank the staff at Clare Marts for without 
their help, the sale would not be possible - thanks to Nollaig 
and the office and yard staff. A special mention to our 
auctioneer Gerry Finnerty for his professionalism . 

Sadly, this year was marked by the passing of our President 
and one of the founder members of the Shannonside Club, 
Mr John Joe Conway of Knockaneaden Herd. John Joe was 
widely known and respected all over the country. His 
dedication and love for the breed was unsurpassed . He often 
referred to his shorthorns as ”his little darlings.” 

Ar dheis de ’ go raibh a anam dilis. 

This year also the club was delighted to help host a visit from 
the Scottish Beef Shorthorn Club. It was good to meet some 
old friends, and make some new ones. The group had visits to 
Rowanberry, Buncraggy, Tintrim, Bushypark, and Clonina 
herds and also visited the Fanore and Creaga herds . 

The year was capped off by a successful Christmas get 
together in Treacy’s Hotel Ennis , thanks to all for attending, -
having a successful sale, getting together socially and a 
welcome for visitors has always been, and is always the 
philosophy of the Shannonside Shorthorn Breeders Club. 

We wish our members , our customers, and all shorthorn 
breeders where ever you are the very best in 2020. 

Shannonside Breeders Club Report 
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Charles P Scanlon Insurances Ltd 
Tubbercurry, Co Sligo 

Tel:  (071) 9185770 or (071) 9185771    
Email: info@scanloninsurance.ie 

We are delighted to announce the partnership of 
the Irish Shorthorn Society with Zurich Farm 

Insurance. 

As one of Ireland’s leading farm 
insurers, Zurich provides peace of 
mind to you, your family and your 

business. 

Irish Shorthorn Society members can avail of 
Zurich’s exclusive Farm Insurance 
offer of preferential pricing and 
superior Farm Insurance with 

enhanced covers. 
 

Call Kevin McDonagh in  
Charles P Scanlon Insurances Brokers  

today on 071 918 5770 to find out more. 

Irish Shorthorn 
Partnership with        
Zurich Insurance 
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Pat & Mary O Boyle 
Cabragh, Coolaney, Co. Sligo 

Ph: 071 916 7735 / 087 669 5263 

Stock available for sale 

Tom Cox 
Auctioneers 

Experts in Property and Land  

Selling/Letting, 

Pedigree Cattle Sales and 

Herd Dispersals. 

All Counties catered for. 

Contact us today to discuss 

your specific needs. 

 

Tom Cox. 
Strokestown, 

County Roscommon. 
Telephone: (087) 260 2909 
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Contact: Joe Doherty, Lurga, Charlestown, Co Mayo.  
      Tel: 094 925 4633           Mobile: 087 259 0112 

Stock for Sale from time to time 
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Tullamore Show by Grant Alexander 

            My Visit to Tullamore 

S hortly after I had booked my flights to 
Ireland from Canada, word started to 

creep out that I was planning on spending a 
few days touring the Emerald Isle. I received an 
email asking if I would allow my name to be 
considered to judge the Shorthorns at 
Tullamore. My first reaction, was that I should 
decline this offer, for a couple of reasons. 
Firstly, was the thought going through my head 
that I really wasn’t very well acquainted with 
present day Shorthorns in Ireland. Secondly, I 
had an old injury to one of my legs that had 
started to cause some discomfort when I had 
been standing too long. After putting some 
serious thought into what I should do, I 
decided that I should really consider this offer 
as a real honour to even be considered for this 
job. As for my leg, I decided that I would just forget that it was bothering me, and I could let it rest up when I got back home. 
The basis for my decision was that structural soundness should be the same in cattle of any frame size and I felt that to me,  
structural soundness is where quality starts. 

I had heard of the Tullamore show in the past, but I really had no idea of what I was in store for until I arrived there. I arrived 
in Dublin the day before the show and travelled for most of the day and arrived at the Bridge House Hotel in Tullamore in the  
late afternoon. I saw on the itinerary that I had received,  that the show judges were to attend a dinner that evening. I was  
totally amazed by the numbers of people, as well as with the first class meal that had been prepared for us. This was my first 
indication that the Tullamore show was a pretty major agricultural event in Ireland. The day of the show, we were loaded on a  
couple of buses that took us to the show grounds. I will never forget the long lines of people walking towards the gates as we 
arrived there. This show was far bigger and far more impressive than anything I could have ever imagined!  

I found the Shorthorn ring and waited for the show time to arrive. There were show rings and exhibits of both livestock and 
livestock equipment as far as I could see in all directions. I remember thinking to myself, that if a person walked all day at this 
show, I do not think it would have been possible to see it all! 

When the Shorthorn show commenced, the first class into the ring proved to be the hardest class for me to judge. This was 
the Young Handlers Class, and as I watched all these young exhibitors display their animals, I was wishing I could give them all 
a first place ribbon. It was very evident that every one of these young people was in this class because they wanted to be in  it, 
and they all did an admirable job of displaying their cattle to their best ability. In the end, I had to select some winners,  even 
though I felt that it was unfair to the ones that did not get selected. I selected Kaelum Muldowney as the 1st place and Sally 
Towey as the second place young handlers.  

As the breeding classes started, I was very impressed with what I was seeing coming into the ring. I had been told that the 
show numbers were down in numbers at this show from previous years, but I think it was very evident that many of the best 
animals in Ireland were still on display. The quality ran deep in every class I judged. I have always said that it is often easier to 
judge a class full of good cattle than it is a class with several different types in it. The first breeding class into the ring was the 
heifers born in 2019. This was a most impressive set with excellent growth and breed character. Again it was hard to 
determine who should lead the class in first place, but I used structural soundness to determine my placings in the classes. 
Winning the heifer born in 2019 class was Caramba Erin, shown by Tommy Staunton, Caramba Shorthorns. Second place went 
to Creaga Razzle Dazzle shown by Noel and Lisa Dowd. This was an extremely close placing and I would not argue with anyone 
for switching them around. 
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T he class for heifers born in 2018 was the most competitive class presented before me that day. The quality ran deep into 
this class. In first place was Ricketstown Heathermaid Marlee shown by Martin Kelly. In second place was Ricketstown 

Genoa Matilda also shown by the Kellys.  

The cow and calf class gave me my hardest decision of the day.  The pair I ended up placing first in this class was Balgay 
Heathermaid, owned by Martin Kelly. In second place was Caramba Rothes Hottie. Both these cows had excellent heifer calves 
beside them. This decision was difficult because of the differences between the cows as well as the differences between their  
heifer calves. Two excellent pairs in any event!   

For my Grand Champion female, I selected Ricketstown Heathermaid Marlee, from the yearling heifer class and I followed her 
with Balgay Heathermaid from the cow and calf class. I found out after the show was over that the Champion female was the 
daughter of the Reserve Champion female. Once I was told this, I definitely could recognize the family resemblance they had 
with each other.  

The bull classes had fewer numbers than the female classes, but there definitely was quality animals in every class. In the bull 
born in 2019, 1st place went to Creaga Ringmaster shown by Noel and Lisa Dowd. 2nd place went to Tommy Staunton. These 
bulls were very similar in type with excellent size and thickness.   

There was also only one bull shown in the Junior Bull Star of the Future class for bulls born between November 1, 2017 and 
January 1, 2019. This bull was Creaga Phoenix shown by Noel and Lisa Dowd. I selected him to become the Reserve Champion 
Bull of the show. 

Only one senior bull was shown but he was a bull that could have favorably taken on considerable competition. This bull was 
Podehole Elite, shown by Martin Kelly and family. This bull has tremendous size and length along with excellent feet and legs,  
He went on to be named Grand Champion Bull.  

After the show was completed, I was able to meet many of the Shorthorn breeders in attendance. It was wonderful to be able 
to finally put a face to the many names I have heard of for many years. I hospitality shown me was world class and I greatly 
appreciated this. After visiting with many Shorthorn people, I decided I should try to see some more of the show. I walked and 
walked for what seemed to be many miles, and I never did see where the show ended. When I arrived back at the Bridge 
House Hotel, I was very tired, but I knew I had experienced a memory that would stay with me the rest of my life. A lady at the 
hotel asked me how I enjoyed attending the show. I told her that I was beyond impressed, and that I had no idea how many 
people would have been in attendance. She said that she had heard that the attendance through the gates was approximately 
70,000 people. I have no idea if this was accurate 
or not, but I would not be surprised if it was 
correct. Tullamore proved to be the most 
amazing and impressive one day show I have ever 
experienced.  

My only regret that followed me home, was that I 
was very limited by time as to how many herds I 
could visit before I went to the second part of my 
trip, which was to England. When I left Ireland, I 
already knew that I needed to return and visit 
many more herds, and I was very close to booking 
some flights to return during the summer of 
2020. I was in the process of finalizing when I 
could make this trip, when the world turned 
upside down with the Covid-19 pandemic. I had 
to put off my plans for now, but I plan to return 
someday and hopefully soon. Thank you, from 
the bottom of my heart, to everyone who showed 
me such a wonderful time during my short stay in 
Ireland.  

                                             Grant Alexander Mary Purcell presenting Grant with a token of appreciation for Judging at 
Tullamore Show 
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Tullamore Show by Grant Alexander 

            My Visit to Tullamore 

S hortly after I had booked my flights to 
Ireland from Canada, word started to 

creep out that I was planning on spending a 
few days touring the Emerald Isle. I received an 
email asking if I would allow my name to be 
considered to judge the Shorthorns at 
Tullamore. My first reaction, was that I should 
decline this offer, for a couple of reasons. 
Firstly, was the thought going through my head 
that I really wasn’t very well acquainted with 
present day Shorthorns in Ireland. Secondly, I 
had an old injury to one of my legs that had 
started to cause some discomfort when I had 
been standing too long. After putting some 
serious thought into what I should do, I 
decided that I should really consider this offer 
as a real honour to even be considered for this 
job. As for my leg, I decided that I would just forget that it was bothering me, and I could let it rest up when I got back home. 
The basis for my decision was that structural soundness should be the same in cattle of any frame size and I felt that to me,  
structural soundness is where quality starts. 

I had heard of the Tullamore show in the past, but I really had no idea of what I was in store for until I arrived there. I arrived 
in Dublin the day before the show and travelled for most of the day and arrived at the Bridge House Hotel in Tullamore in the  
late afternoon. I saw on the itinerary that I had received,  that the show judges were to attend a dinner that evening. I was  
totally amazed by the numbers of people, as well as with the first class meal that had been prepared for us. This was my first 
indication that the Tullamore show was a pretty major agricultural event in Ireland. The day of the show, we were loaded on a  
couple of buses that took us to the show grounds. I will never forget the long lines of people walking towards the gates as we 
arrived there. This show was far bigger and far more impressive than anything I could have ever imagined!  

I found the Shorthorn ring and waited for the show time to arrive. There were show rings and exhibits of both livestock and 
livestock equipment as far as I could see in all directions. I remember thinking to myself, that if a person walked all day at this 
show, I do not think it would have been possible to see it all! 

When the Shorthorn show commenced, the first class into the ring proved to be the hardest class for me to judge. This was 
the Young Handlers Class, and as I watched all these young exhibitors display their animals, I was wishing I could give them all 
a first place ribbon. It was very evident that every one of these young people was in this class because they wanted to be in  it, 
and they all did an admirable job of displaying their cattle to their best ability. In the end, I had to select some winners,  even 
though I felt that it was unfair to the ones that did not get selected. I selected Kaelum Muldowney as the 1st place and Sally 
Towey as the second place young handlers.  

As the breeding classes started, I was very impressed with what I was seeing coming into the ring. I had been told that the 
show numbers were down in numbers at this show from previous years, but I think it was very evident that many of the best 
animals in Ireland were still on display. The quality ran deep in every class I judged. I have always said that it is often easier to 
judge a class full of good cattle than it is a class with several different types in it. The first breeding class into the ring was the 
heifers born in 2019. This was a most impressive set with excellent growth and breed character. Again it was hard to 
determine who should lead the class in first place, but I used structural soundness to determine my placings in the classes. 
Winning the heifer born in 2019 class was Caramba Erin, shown by Tommy Staunton, Caramba Shorthorns. Second place went 
to Creaga Razzle Dazzle shown by Noel and Lisa Dowd. This was an extremely close placing and I would not argue with anyone 
for switching them around. 
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T he class for heifers born in 2018 was the most competitive class presented before me that day. The quality ran deep into 
this class. In first place was Ricketstown Heathermaid Marlee shown by Martin Kelly. In second place was Ricketstown 

Genoa Matilda also shown by the Kellys.  

The cow and calf class gave me my hardest decision of the day.  The pair I ended up placing first in this class was Balgay 
Heathermaid, owned by Martin Kelly. In second place was Caramba Rothes Hottie. Both these cows had excellent heifer calves 
beside them. This decision was difficult because of the differences between the cows as well as the differences between their  
heifer calves. Two excellent pairs in any event!   

For my Grand Champion female, I selected Ricketstown Heathermaid Marlee, from the yearling heifer class and I followed her 
with Balgay Heathermaid from the cow and calf class. I found out after the show was over that the Champion female was the 
daughter of the Reserve Champion female. Once I was told this, I definitely could recognize the family resemblance they had 
with each other.  

The bull classes had fewer numbers than the female classes, but there definitely was quality animals in every class. In the bull 
born in 2019, 1st place went to Creaga Ringmaster shown by Noel and Lisa Dowd. 2nd place went to Tommy Staunton. These 
bulls were very similar in type with excellent size and thickness.   

There was also only one bull shown in the Junior Bull Star of the Future class for bulls born between November 1, 2017 and 
January 1, 2019. This bull was Creaga Phoenix shown by Noel and Lisa Dowd. I selected him to become the Reserve Champion 
Bull of the show. 

Only one senior bull was shown but he was a bull that could have favorably taken on considerable competition. This bull was 
Podehole Elite, shown by Martin Kelly and family. This bull has tremendous size and length along with excellent feet and legs,  
He went on to be named Grand Champion Bull.  

After the show was completed, I was able to meet many of the Shorthorn breeders in attendance. It was wonderful to be able 
to finally put a face to the many names I have heard of for many years. I hospitality shown me was world class and I greatly 
appreciated this. After visiting with many Shorthorn people, I decided I should try to see some more of the show. I walked and 
walked for what seemed to be many miles, and I never did see where the show ended. When I arrived back at the Bridge 
House Hotel, I was very tired, but I knew I had experienced a memory that would stay with me the rest of my life. A lady at the 
hotel asked me how I enjoyed attending the show. I told her that I was beyond impressed, and that I had no idea how many 
people would have been in attendance. She said that she had heard that the attendance through the gates was approximately 
70,000 people. I have no idea if this was accurate 
or not, but I would not be surprised if it was 
correct. Tullamore proved to be the most 
amazing and impressive one day show I have ever 
experienced.  

My only regret that followed me home, was that I 
was very limited by time as to how many herds I 
could visit before I went to the second part of my 
trip, which was to England. When I left Ireland, I 
already knew that I needed to return and visit 
many more herds, and I was very close to booking 
some flights to return during the summer of 
2020. I was in the process of finalizing when I 
could make this trip, when the world turned 
upside down with the Covid-19 pandemic. I had 
to put off my plans for now, but I plan to return 
someday and hopefully soon. Thank you, from 
the bottom of my heart, to everyone who showed 
me such a wonderful time during my short stay in 
Ireland.  

                                             Grant Alexander Mary Purcell presenting Grant with a token of appreciation for Judging at 
Tullamore Show 
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Beef Shorthorn Young Handler of the Year 2019 

1st   Kaelum Muldowney  Co. Laois. 
2nd   Sally Towey     Co. Galway. 

 
Beef Shorthorn Junior Bull Star of the Future Born  on/ after 01.11.2017 and before 01.01.2019. 

1st   Creaga Pheonix.   Noel & Lisa Dowd, Creaga Shorthorns. 
       Sire: Creaga Limited Edition.  Dam: Creaga White Rose. 

 

Pedigree Beef Shorthorn Beef Cow and Calf Class 

1st   Balgay Heathermaid.   Kelly Family, Ricketstown Shorthorns. 
       Sire: Glenisla Zetor.  Dam: Balgay Heathermaid. 
2nd   Caramba Rothes Hottie.   Tommy Staunton, Caramba Shorthorns. 
       Sire: Carrarock Chalkie.   Dam: Uppermill Rothes Molly 2nd. 

3rd   Ballylaffin Fluffy.    James Muldowney Jnr,  Ballylehaun Shorthorns. 
       Sire: Trojan Of Craigeassie. Dam: Podehole Broadhooks. 
 

Pedigree Beef Shorthorn  Senior Bull Born before 31.10.2017 

1st   Podehole Elite.    Kelly Family, Ricketstown Shorthorns. 
       Sire: Trojan Of Craigeassie.  Dam: Podehole Broadhooks. 
 

Tullamore Show Results 
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Pedigree Shorthorn Beef Heifer Maiden born in 2018. 
1st  Ricketstown Heathermaid Marlee. Kelly Family, Ricketstown Shorthorns. 
        Sire: Winalot Rodney.   Dam: Balgay Heathermaid. 
 

2nd  Ricketstown Genoa Matilda.   Kelly Family, Ricketstown Shorthorns. 
        Sire: Knockenjig Herclues. Dam: Podehole Genoa Joanna. 
 

3rd  Glann Rosie.     Bobby O'Connell, Ballybrown Shorthorns. 
        Sire: Lismacool Jerome.   Dam: Bethlehem Patch. 
 

4th  Creaga Prada.    Noel & Lisa Dowd, Creaga Shorthorns. 
        Sire: Creaga Kenko.    Dam: Creaga Heidi. 
 
Pedigree Beef Shorthorn Heifer Born on/after 01.01.2019 
1st  Caramba Erin.     Tommy Staunton, Caramba Shorthorns. 
        Sire: Carrarock Chalkie.  Dam: Caramba Lovely Erin. 
 

2nd  Creaga Razzle Dazzle.    Noel & Lisa Dowd, Creaga Shorthorns. 
        Sire: Creaga Nord.              Dam: Creaga Dazzle. 
 

3rd  Millbawn Amber.     Derek Craig, Millbawn Shorthorns. 
        Sire: Stoneyroid Halcyon Matrix. Dam: Millbawn Aoife. 
 

4th  Bethleham Ruby.     Tom Fox, Bethleham Shorthorns. 
        Sire: Bethleham Breeze.  Dam: Bethleham Beauty. 

 
Pedigree Beef Shorthorn Beef Bull Calf Born on/after 01.01.2019. 
1st  Creaga Ringmaster.    Noel & Lisa Dowd, Creaga Shorthorns. 
                Sire: Creaga Kenzo.     Dam: Creaga Karma. 
 

2nd  Caramba Notorious.    Tommy Staunton, Caramba Shorthorns. 
                Sire: Hier Apparent of Longfield.  Dam: Bennekerry Debbie. 
 

3rd  Glann Nobel Ned.     Michael Flatley, Glann Shorthorns. 
                Sire: Stoneyroyd Halcyon Matrix.  Dam: Woodfield Molly 7th. 
 

4th  Bethleham Malton.   Tom Fox, Bethleham Shorthorns. 
                 Sire: Malton Zenith.     Dam: Bethlehem May 2nd. 
 
Champion: Ricketstown Heathermaid Marlee.             Reserve:  Balgay Heathermaid. 

Beef Shorthorn Young Handler of the Year 2019 - 
Kaelum Muldowney Pedigree Beef Shorthorn Senior Bull - Podehole Elite 
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Moyside Breeders’ Club Report 

O ur club enjoyed another busy year in 2019 with a 
steady attendance at our meetings in Walsh’s Pub in 

Charlestown which were held regularly, usually 6-8 weeks 
apart. We discuss all matters to do with Beef Shorthorns 
and indeed to do with farming in general. There’s always 
plenty of lively debates and some banter thrown in here 
and there for good measures.  

The highlight of the year for the club was a very enjoyable 
club trip to Cherry Valley estate which will be remembered 
for a very long time. Our members received a very warm 
welcome to this beautiful part of Co. Antrim and were 
treated to some fine examples of Beef Shorthorn Cattle. 

 

This year saw a change of venue for the clubs annual 
autumn sale to Elphin Mart Co. Roscommon. After many 
successful sales in Castlerea Mart in Co. Roscommon the 
membership decided to hold a sale in Elphin on the 19th of 
October, which proved to be a great success. We at the 
Moyside club wish to thank Brendan Egan and staff at 
Castlerea Mart for their services over the years. Also we 
want to thank Gerry Connellan and staff at Elphin Mart. A 
date to note for this autumn is Saturday 17th of October in 
Elphin Mart, Co. Roscommon for our annual autumn show 
and sale. 

 

In May 2019 Cannon Michael Spellman received the Irish 
Shorthorn Hall of Fame Award. All at the club were 
delighted for Cannon Michael, a very highly respected 
member of our club. We wish him good health to enjoy his 
achievement. 

 

Another  highlight of our year is the annual trip to 
Bonniconlon Show and the opportunity to meet some old 

friends and new in our hospitality tent. As always it was a 
great success and the club owe a huge dept of gratitude to 
Rita Flatley and her family for the fantastic job done on the 
refreshments.  

The club would like to congratulate our vice-chairman Jim 
Foley on being elected President of the Irish Shorthorn 
Society and also our own Kieran Flatley on vice-president. 
We wish them much success in their roles.  
We wish all or customers, friends and families the very 
best of health and happiness and hope to see you along 
the way. Remember our autumn sale will take place 
Saturday 17th of October in Elphin Mart. We meet 
regularly in Walsh's Pub in Charlestown and everybody is 
welcome.  

Mary O’Boyle welcoming visitors to our stand at Bonniconlon show 
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ARDNASKEA SHORTHORNS 
All Ireland Prize winners            Nationwide Show Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Contact: Pat Hehir, Inagh, Co. Clare.                            Phone: 086 252 1484 

Breeding Registered Shorthorns since 1984 
 

We concentrate on providing functional low maintenance, easy calving, short gestation cattle which are 
100% pure and polled. The herd has been fully performance recording since 2008 and has recently 

achieved full organic status 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone: 086 812 6854           Contact: Richard Lee        Email: anneroche@gmail.com 
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Fastrack Breed Improvement Scheme 

I n 2019 the Irish Shorthorn Society embarked on an ambitious breed improvement scheme. The 'Fastrack'  Breed 
Improvement Scheme was conceived and implemented by the Society's Breed Development Committee for a 

number of reasons. As a breed society, governed and managed by Irish pedigree Shorthorn breeders, the committee 
felt that they were ideally positioned to guide the breed in the direction which they felt would help enhance breeders' 
ability to produce commercially productive and desirable cattle which are appreciated and sought after by cattlemen 
both commercially and pedigree alike. When setting up the programme the committee set out to source superior 
genetics from around the globe, and make them readily and easily accessible to all breeders in the form of straws of 
semen which would be affordably priced. The committee is ever conscious of where we as breeders want to see the 
breed going and progressing into the future. 

 In the selection of superior Shorthorn sires from both at home and abroad particular emphasis is placed on bulls who 
possess a desirable amount of muscling, correct phenotype and structural correctness, desirable coat of hair (hair of 
preferred texture, quality, length and colouring), a dam who is a standout female with a proven breeding record and 
short calving interval, and finally a bulls with overall eye appeal to encourage usage by breeders.  

The first two sires to be selected for the programme are Crooked Post Drover 29D and DRS Super Mario 42E. Both 
sires passed all of the eligibility criteria for selection and the subsequent health tests required to qualify their semen 
for importation. The committee is delighted to report that at the time of going to press the first calves from both 
Crooked Post Drover 29D and DRS Super Mario 42E have arrived on Irish farms. Some of the first Drover calves to 
arrive are those in the Clashagad herd of the Sheedy brothers, located just outside Roscrea in County Tipperary. It is 
very fitting that this herd welcomed the first progeny from the Fastrack Scheme, as Phil Sheedy is a key member of the 
Breed Development Committee, and it was through Phil's kindness and generosity that the Society was able to get the 
programme off the ground.  

Phil's remarks on his Drover calves: " We always like to try new genetics at Clashagad and we were delighted to be 
able to use both Drover and Mario in the herd. We used Drover in 2019 and we are very impressed with the calves we 
have on the ground by him now. They exhibit lovely softness and easy doing ability and tremendous breed character. 
Both calves have been out in all the recent bad weather and storms since they were born and they have continued to 
thrive and push on without any special treatment. We plan to use both Drover and Mario this year in conjunction with 
our stock bull Doon Jupiter so we are looking forward to the direction these sires will take the herd into the future". 

Bull owner' s comments:  
DRS Super Mario continues to deliver on what we'd hope he always would; a calving ease sire without compromising 
performance. In just two breeding seasons he's accomplished quite a lot, his calves come easy from our heifers, they're full 
of thriftiness and then they ignite in a fury of growth during the Canadian winter and on through the grazing season 
weaning off with impressive weights. The benefits of a good thick haircoat suitable for winter that then slicks off for the 
warmer summer months. His calves are dimensional, a thickness throughout and a softness about them that is enjoyed as 
they sure appear to flesh up and hang onto it better than the others. This past December- January we broke cold 
temperature world records in our area of western Canada, yuck! It was most evident in the Super Mario progeny as the 
weather didn't seem to phase them, they held condition and really continued with forward momentum. 

As with Super Mario himself, his progeny are free moving, full strided cattle that is made completely possible due to the 
soundness of skeletal structure, clean jointed and a foot with ideal hoof slope and depth of heel; an absolute pleasure to 
watch on the move. 

In addition to the honor of having DRS Super Mario offered to the breeders of the Irish Shorthorn Cattle Society, Super 
Mario is seeing service in Canada, USA and soon to be in South America. Thank you for your consideration of DRS Super 
Mario, should you choose to move ahead with him or would like to learn more I'd be more than happy to communicate 
with you on this great young  herdsire!!    

   Kind regards, Kirk Seaborn, Crooked Post Shorthorns, Rocky Mountain House, Alberta, Canada. 
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Mario Progeny (pictured below Mario Progeny at Crooked Post Shorthorns) 

Crooked Post Drover Progeny (pictured below Drover Progeny in Canada  & Ireland) 
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temperature world records in our area of western Canada, yuck! It was most evident in the Super Mario progeny as the 
weather didn't seem to phase them, they held condition and really continued with forward momentum. 

As with Super Mario himself, his progeny are free moving, full strided cattle that is made completely possible due to the 
soundness of skeletal structure, clean jointed and a foot with ideal hoof slope and depth of heel; an absolute pleasure to 
watch on the move. 

In addition to the honor of having DRS Super Mario offered to the breeders of the Irish Shorthorn Cattle Society, Super 
Mario is seeing service in Canada, USA and soon to be in South America. Thank you for your consideration of DRS Super 
Mario, should you choose to move ahead with him or would like to learn more I'd be more than happy to communicate 
with you on this great young  herdsire!!    

   Kind regards, Kirk Seaborn, Crooked Post Shorthorns, Rocky Mountain House, Alberta, Canada. 
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Crooked Post Drover Progeny (pictured below Drover Progeny in Canada  & Ireland) 
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Moyside Breeders’ Sale Report 

T he Moyside / Croghan Clubs annual autumn show and sale was held in Elphin Mart in Co. Roscommon on Saturday 19th 
of October 2019. 93 lots of both registered and non-registered Beef Shorthorn breeding stock went under the hammer on 

the day. These met with a strong trade with almost 90% clearance and some very fine prices being achieved for the better 
quality lots. This sale was unique as it included a reduction sale for the renowned Moygara Shorthorn Herd, property of 
Michael and Dan Mc Keon Gurteen, Co. Sligo.  

Top price €2,300 was achieved for lot no. 23 Moygara Cindy (R), a homebred Ballylinney Eagle daughter with her 3 month old 
heifer calf by Coxhill Karl and scanned back in calf again to Coxhill Karl. Cindy sold with a replacement index of 97 making her 
4 star across all breeds. 

Another lot to break the €2,000 mark was 
lot no. 22, Redbrae Hazel, a Doon Erasmus 
daughter bred by Jerry Pye Jr, Redbrae, 
Tullaghan P.O. Co. Leitrim and sold by 
Michael Keown Moygara. Hazel was sold 
with heifer calf at foot by Coxhill Karl for 
€2,050. 

Judge for the day was Mr Pat Sheedy from 
Tipperary and in the Maiden Heifer class 
his   1st choice was lot no. 26 Moygara 
Duchess (RO) a Doon Erasmus daughter 
selling with a replacement Index of €131 
making her 5 star both within and across all 
breeds. Duchess went on to achieve €2,000 
in the ring. 

  
In the weaning heifer section Mr. Sheedy 

picked lot no. 37C as his champion, the property of Mr. Henry Boland, Tullylin, Enniscrone, Co. Sligo. Tullylin Nuala a March  
born daughter of Rockville Prince Ruby changed hands for €1,080. 

  
Champion Commercial Weanling was bred and shown by Mr. Tommy Shryane, Rooskey, Co. Roscommon. This January born 
Shorthorn / Limousin cross weighed 350kg and sold for €940.  

The Moyside / Croghan Clubs wish to express their thanks to Gerry Connellan and staff of Elphin Mart Co. Roscommon and 
also to Mr. Tom Cox auctioneer on the day. Also we wish to thank our customers both sellers and buyers and hope they breed 
well for you. The clubs’ 2020 sale is scheduled for 17th October at Elphin Mart (subject to confirmation)(. 

Moygara Duchess 

A Selection  of the Moygara sale offering  Redbrae Hazel 
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L ying midway between Dublin and Belfast, the ‘Wee 
County’ is home to one of Irelands largest and 

progressive suckler herds. Tateetra and Rathmore Farms is 
managed by John Kingham. 

“The farm is spread across four separate blocks covering 
over 900ac” John explains. Since taking over the farm in 
2018, John has increased the herd from 200 to 480 cows. 
“We began by sourcing top quality foundation females 
from James Alexander, Maxwell Livestock and various 
marts across the country. Our aim was and still is to 
produce first class replacement heifers for the Irish market 

as well as quality weanlings for Irish 
and foreign export markets.” 

To accompany these heifers John also 
sourced bulls across different breeds 
paying particular attention to breeding 
traits and merits. “I wanted to breed 
quality females and I knew the market 
was there for that roan heifer. I felt by 
matching the heifers I had to a Shorthorn 
Bull we could work towards this goal” he 
explains. “I considered the Shorthorns 
mothering ability, docility, pelvis line and 
decided the Shorthorn crossed on our 
Limousin and Simmental heifer would 
give us the best possible chance of 
achieving this.” 

“We currently have two shorthorn bulls that were 
carefully selected to pair well with our heifers. Creaga 
Nord a young bull purchased from Noel Dowd and Gilven 
Guardsman an aged bull from James Alexander and bred 
by R S & G Johnson, York” 

The farm operates an autumn – spring calving system. 
“The autumn-calving herd (150) commence calving during 
the last week of September, while the spring-calving herd 
(330) will calf in January and finish up the last week of 
April” John explains. 

 

  Tateetra & Rathmore Farms 

Creaga Nord 
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“So far so good, every calf we have had out of the two bulls 
we are very pleased with. All born natural with good birth 
weights, style and conformation. It remains to be seen how 
they progress, but I’d definitely have E grade calves in the 
bunch” John adds 

Approximately 80% of the heifers will be sold for breeding, 
while the remaining 20% will be used as replacements on 
the farm. Most of the weanling bulls are sold direct off the 
farm, while heifers are sold in the marts at special sales. 

“I will definitely continue to use Shorthorn Bulls; I see any 
of the cattle I have here with Shorthorn genetics are 
naturally much quieter. Both bulls are very easy work with, 
and it make all the difference when you are farming with 
big numbers” he says. 

John’s intention is to hold a herd showcase and sale each 
year, the first of which took place last October in Carnaross 
Mart. “It was difficult to know what to expect for the first 
standalone sale, but we got off to a great start. We had 70 
lots with a good turn out and I hope to build on last year’s 

success for the coming sale this October.” John adds. 

At a time when suckler farming in Ireland is taking a hard 
blow it’s a bold move on John part to focus solely on a 
suckler enterprise. However, John believes a turning point is 
imminent, “I’d like to think beef farming is going to pick up. 
When I took over the farm first I meet an elderly gentleman 
one evening and he asked me what my plans for the farm 
were, adding I suppose you will go milking. I explained no, I’ll 
keep working away at the sucklers, try and improve on them 
and see how it goes. He replied, You’re right. Remember this, 
when everyone else is fishing down the river you fish up it!”  

 John adds “I think he has a point, there’s always going to be 
a place for good cattle. 

Pictured: Examples of Creaga Nord X progeny 
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   Ploughing 2019 Candids 
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Show Team Challenge 2019 

Show Team Challenge Goals: 
The Show Team Challenge Championship is a competition that was initiated in March 2019. The overarching aim of the initia-
tive is to increase the number of beef shorthorn animals exhibited at the qualifying agricultural shows nationwide. It is de-
signed to encourage breeders to showcase the merits of our wonderful beef shorthorn breed and in doing so promote their 
own herd along with contributing to supporting the heritage and sustainability of local agricultural shows nationwide.  
 
Sponsor: 
The competition is sponsored by ‘Pedigree Sales’ - online sales platform owned by Tommy Staunton of the Caramba Beef 
Shorthorn Herd with a €1000 prize fund for the competition and a Champions Perpetual Cup for the winner. Our sponsor has 
delightfully vouched to continue sponsorship of the competition for the next two years.  

The overall winner of the competition will receive €500 and the perpetual cup, €200 for the runner-up and the 3 regional win-
ners will each receive €100. 

Competition Rules:  
Exhibitors must be a fully paid up member of the Irish Shorthorn Society. The Show Team Championship is decided on a points 
system awarded to breeders who exhibit in the eligible shows in their region.  Shows where beef shorthorn All-Ireland finals 
are held breeders will receive double for placings and those shows do not have to be in your region.   
  
Simply how it works is 1st prize 30 points, 2nd prize 20 points and 3rd prize 10 points, the champion gets an additional 10 points 
and reserve champion an additional 5 points. The key to this competition is that points are accumulative per entry, for exam-
ple; an exhibitor who gets a 2nd prize and two 3rd prizes gives them 40 points while a 1st placing and the championship would 
give them 35 points. So as you can see it’s all about having the numbers of quality stock that will be placed and remember you 
can only accumulate points from shows within your region. With the exception of the 5 shows that host All-Ireland classes.  
 
In 2019, 24 shows were chosen as ‘eligible shows’ for the competition (along with the 5 shows that host All-Ireland 
classes). 8 shows in Leinster, 8 in Munster and 8 in Connaught /Ulster region.  
All -Ireland shows are open to exhibitors from all regions & double points will be awarded in the All-Ireland Classes 
and all of the classes at our National Show in Tullamore.  
 
Selected Eligible Shows: 
 Shows with All-Ireland Classes (double points are given and includes regions)  
  

Munster Regional - 
Competition Shows 

Leinster Regional - 
Competition Shows 

Connaught & Ulster Regional - 
Competition Shows All Ireland Classes - Competition Shows 

Ennistymon Athlone Ballinrobe Mullingar Show, All Ireland Final, 2 Year 
Old Heifer 

Clonakilty Flavours of Fingal  Enniscrone Bonniconlon Show, All Ireland Final, Young 
Cow of the Future Cork Mount Briscoe Arva 

Charleville Ossory Grange Tullamore & FBD National Livestock Show, 
All Ireland Finals, Cow & Calf, Sr. Bull, Jr, Clonmel Tinahely Claremorris 

Carbery Tullow Mohill Limerick Show, All Ireland Final, Yearling 
Heifer Class 

Kildysart Iverk Ballyshannon Strokestown Show, All Ireland Final, Male 
& female Classes, born Sep-Dec, Jan-Mar, 

Apr-Jun Cappamore Trim Elphin 
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Leinster Regional Results 

1st      Ricketstown Herd  - PJ, Carmel & Martin Kelly  
 
2nd (Joint)  Bethlehem Herd -Tom Fox &  

   Ballylehaun Herd - James Muldowney  
 
 
Connaught Regional Results 
1st    Creaga Herd - Noel and Lisa Dowd 
 

2nd    Glann Herd - Flatley family 

 
 
Munster Regional Results  
1st   Tintrim Herd - Marie & Anthony McNamara 
 
2nd  Ballybrown Herd - Pauline O’Connell  
 
Overall Results 
1st    Creaga Herd - Noel and Lisa Dowd 
 
2nd    Ricketstown Herd  - PJ, Carmel & Martin Kelly  

Show Team Challenge Overall Runner-Up:  
Ricketstown Herd,  

PJ, Carmel & Martin Kelly 

Show Team Challenge Results 2019 

Show Team Challenge Overall Champion:  Creaga Herd, Noel and Lisa Dowd 

Pictured: Trevor Chadwick (representing Pedigree 
Sales) presenting the Runner Up prize to Carmel Kelly 

Pictured: Trevor Chadwick (representing Pedigree Sales) presenting the Cham-
pions Perpetual Cup to Noel & Nora Dowd 



Irish Beef Shorthorn Society Volume 12        71

 

70                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12 

Show Team Challenge 2019 

Show Team Challenge Goals: 
The Show Team Challenge Championship is a competition that was initiated in March 2019. The overarching aim of the initia-
tive is to increase the number of beef shorthorn animals exhibited at the qualifying agricultural shows nationwide. It is de-
signed to encourage breeders to showcase the merits of our wonderful beef shorthorn breed and in doing so promote their 
own herd along with contributing to supporting the heritage and sustainability of local agricultural shows nationwide.  
 
Sponsor: 
The competition is sponsored by ‘Pedigree Sales’ - online sales platform owned by Tommy Staunton of the Caramba Beef 
Shorthorn Herd with a €1000 prize fund for the competition and a Champions Perpetual Cup for the winner. Our sponsor has 
delightfully vouched to continue sponsorship of the competition for the next two years.  

The overall winner of the competition will receive €500 and the perpetual cup, €200 for the runner-up and the 3 regional win-
ners will each receive €100. 

Competition Rules:  
Exhibitors must be a fully paid up member of the Irish Shorthorn Society. The Show Team Championship is decided on a points 
system awarded to breeders who exhibit in the eligible shows in their region.  Shows where beef shorthorn All-Ireland finals 
are held breeders will receive double for placings and those shows do not have to be in your region.   
  
Simply how it works is 1st prize 30 points, 2nd prize 20 points and 3rd prize 10 points, the champion gets an additional 10 points 
and reserve champion an additional 5 points. The key to this competition is that points are accumulative per entry, for exam-
ple; an exhibitor who gets a 2nd prize and two 3rd prizes gives them 40 points while a 1st placing and the championship would 
give them 35 points. So as you can see it’s all about having the numbers of quality stock that will be placed and remember you 
can only accumulate points from shows within your region. With the exception of the 5 shows that host All-Ireland classes.  
 
In 2019, 24 shows were chosen as ‘eligible shows’ for the competition (along with the 5 shows that host All-Ireland 
classes). 8 shows in Leinster, 8 in Munster and 8 in Connaught /Ulster region.  
All -Ireland shows are open to exhibitors from all regions & double points will be awarded in the All-Ireland Classes 
and all of the classes at our National Show in Tullamore.  
 
Selected Eligible Shows: 
 Shows with All-Ireland Classes (double points are given and includes regions)  
  

Munster Regional - 
Competition Shows 

Leinster Regional - 
Competition Shows 

Connaught & Ulster Regional - 
Competition Shows All Ireland Classes - Competition Shows 

Ennistymon Athlone Ballinrobe Mullingar Show, All Ireland Final, 2 Year 
Old Heifer 

Clonakilty Flavours of Fingal  Enniscrone Bonniconlon Show, All Ireland Final, Young 
Cow of the Future Cork Mount Briscoe Arva 

Charleville Ossory Grange Tullamore & FBD National Livestock Show, 
All Ireland Finals, Cow & Calf, Sr. Bull, Jr, Clonmel Tinahely Claremorris 

Carbery Tullow Mohill Limerick Show, All Ireland Final, Yearling 
Heifer Class 

Kildysart Iverk Ballyshannon Strokestown Show, All Ireland Final, Male 
& female Classes, born Sep-Dec, Jan-Mar, 

Apr-Jun Cappamore Trim Elphin 

 

                                                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12                                                 71 

Leinster Regional Results 

1st      Ricketstown Herd  - PJ, Carmel & Martin Kelly  
 
2nd (Joint)  Bethlehem Herd -Tom Fox &  

   Ballylehaun Herd - James Muldowney  
 
 
Connaught Regional Results 
1st    Creaga Herd - Noel and Lisa Dowd 
 

2nd    Glann Herd - Flatley family 

 
 
Munster Regional Results  
1st   Tintrim Herd - Marie & Anthony McNamara 
 
2nd  Ballybrown Herd - Pauline O’Connell  
 
Overall Results 
1st    Creaga Herd - Noel and Lisa Dowd 
 
2nd    Ricketstown Herd  - PJ, Carmel & Martin Kelly  

Show Team Challenge Overall Runner-Up:  
Ricketstown Herd,  

PJ, Carmel & Martin Kelly 

Show Team Challenge Results 2019 

Show Team Challenge Overall Champion:  Creaga Herd, Noel and Lisa Dowd 

Pictured: Trevor Chadwick (representing Pedigree 
Sales) presenting the Runner Up prize to Carmel Kelly 

Pictured: Trevor Chadwick (representing Pedigree Sales) presenting the Cham-
pions Perpetual Cup to Noel & Nora Dowd 



72    
    

Irish Beef Shorthorn Society Volume 12

 

72                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12 

I reland has always been fortunate in that it has had 
generations of skilled  men and women who have 

turned cattle breeding into an art form. Over the 
centuries Irish breeders have selected and adapted their 
breeding programmes to produce cattle which are 
uniquely suited to Irish farming conditions. Since the 
arrival of Shorthorn cattle on our shores in the early 
1800s Irish breeders have carefully selected and 
developed their own unique strains and bloodlines, 
many of which are not only treasured at home, but 
around the world. Breeders globally recognise the 
tremendous contribution Irish cattle have made to the 
breed, most notably the Deerpark and Highfield cattle 
which made the journey across the Atlantic to Canada 
and the U.S.A in the late 70s and 1980s. The Breed 
Development Committee of the Irish Shorthorn Society 
has recognised that our traditionally bred cattle are a 
valuable genetic resource, not only within the breed - but 
to cattle farming as a whole. With the introgression of 
cattle and bloodlines from other parts of the world the 
committee has recognised there has been a significant 
decline our own traditional Shorthorns as Irish bred 
females have been mated to imported sires and bulls 
carrying outside influence in their make-up such as 
Maine Anjou. The committee undertaken has to launch a 
new preservation and enhancement scheme in early 
2020, with it's primary objectives being to preserve our 
own bloodlines and secure their viability for future 
generations through a planned mating programme which 
it is hoped will both increase genetic diversity within the 
Irish strains and offer breeders more varied mating 
options within their individual breeding programmes. The 
Committee has set out a ten point plan which it hopes 
will help them and breeders achieve their goals and 
targets, and to measure any gains and progress made. 
The points are outlined as follows:  

1). Seek out and identify all existing 100% pure 
traditionally bred Irish Shorthorns both male and female.  

2). Endeavour to inspect, photograph and catalogue all 
animals deemed to be of significant interest due to their 
bloodlines and/or phenotype. 

 

 

 3). Identify and secure semen from 100% pure 
traditionally bred sires already in storage in Irish A.I. 
centres for use in a planned mating programme. 

 4). Identify superior 100% traditionally bred females and 
facilitate planned matings through the allocation of 
semen to their owners free of charge. 

 5). Inspect, photograph and catalogue ALL progeny 
resulting from the planned matings. 

6). Select superior quality male progeny from the 
planned mating programme, with a view to entering at 
least one per annum into A.I. for semen collection.  

7). Endeavour to distribute semen from collected bulls to 
society members for a minimum fee, in an effort to 
create maximum uptake and usage of same, in an effort 
to both strengthen and offer genetic diversity within the 
Traditional Shorthorn genepool.  

8). Examine ways within the Irish Shorthorn Society to 
incentivise the breeding and registration of 100% pure 
traditionally bred Shorthorn cattle - such as possible 
discounted rates for qualifying animals at time of 
registration or entry into official Society run sales.  

9). Publish an annual report charting the progress of the 
scheme.   

10). Secure funding/income from various sources to 
assist with the continuation of the programme.  

How can I help, and how can the scheme help me?  

As a breeder who may own traditionally bred stock, or 
person who values traditionally bred cattle the 
committee are inviting all interested parties who wish to 
partake in the programme to come forward with their 
knowledge and help. The committee will firstly be 
seeking traditionally bred animals as phase one of the 
programme. If you as a breeder own or know of cattle 
which you feel would be of interest you can contact the 
Society's Secretary Mary Purcell directly at the office, or 
contact committee member Jude Benson, and both will 
be on hand to offer any assistance and help.    

Traditional Irish Breeding Scheme 
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Ballylaffin Shorthorns 
 

ICBF Herd’s  

Winner 2020 
 

Shorthorn Hall of  
Fame 2020 

Contact: James Whelan 

045 401295 

Contact :Paul Darker 

087 666 7450 

Ballylaffin Shorthorns 

Ballylaffin, Dunlavin, Co Wicklow 
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I t was an honour to have been asked to judge the beef shorthorns at Limerick show. As a long 
time dairy breeder & exhibitor at Limerick show I'm familiar with the prestige attached to the 

beef All Ireland heifer class. There are always strong number of high quality beef animals on 
display at this show. 2019 carried on this high quality & stiff competition for which I was 
delighted to be tasked with the job of sorting through. However I had my work cut out for me.  As 
a cattle breeder & judge I stay true to what I look for in animals I'd want at home.  

As the animals file into the ring I do an initial visual inspection, often gut instinct kicks in and 
there's one animal that catches my eye right from entry.  Whilst on parade in the ring I am 
looking for a well grown animal suiting its age, good locomotion, correct confirmation & frame.  

On females I am looking for a smart head & alertness in the eye, a wide muzzel & clean neck. I also admire width & power with 
the ability to remain feminine.   

For bulls the first thing I check is feet & legs with a focus on back legs. Then he needs to be powerful & masculine with a nice 
head also as this will be the first part of calf to emerge I don't want head to be too big. 

Throughout the class I am taking mental notes on strengths of particular animals in comparison to the competition. I am 
sorting them in my head as I go but often return to that initial gut instinct. A lovely roan heifer caught my eye right at the start 
of the class, my attention was always drawn back to her. She was an excellent example of a breeding heifer & a typical beef 
shorthorn. She had a super frame, well balanced, good locomotion, stylish & feminine. An easy choice for 1st. There was a bit  
more sorting on the rest of the animals as the competition was so strong. 

At the end of the day I was happy with my placings. I feel there was an excellent representation of shorthorns in the 
championship lineup.  I'd again like to congratulate & thank all the exhibitor's for bringing out their animals. 

The high standard of stock is a credit to all breeders involved. Massive recognition to Paddy o' Callaghan for his organising  & 
hard work over the years with Limerick show & shorthorns. I thoroughly enjoyed my day judging & was thankful for the 
opportunity and support from breeders. 

Limerick Show by Ann Maree Manley 

 Overall Champion & All Ireland Heifer Champion Tintrim Amelia for Anthony & Marie McNamara. 
With thanks to Shanon Kinahan for this photo from Limerick Show 
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Cow Class. 
1st  James Muldowney  
2nd  Kelly family  
3rd  Kenny Smith 

 

Heifer born Nov 17 to June 18.  
1st  Kelly family 
2nd  Kelly family 
3rd  James Muldowney 

Heifer or Bull born after Jan 18.  
1st  Kelly family 
2nd  Conor Kirwin 
3rd  James Muldowney 

 

Champion: James Muldowney 
Reserve:  Kelly family 

Cow Class.  
1st  Balgay Heathermaid     Kelly Family  
2nd  Ballylaffin Georgia     James Whelan  
3rd  Lakefield Lisa Y131    Mick Foley  
 
 
Heifer Class Born before 1/8/18.  
1st  Portshan Blueway    Noel & Lisa Dowd  
2nd  Ricketstown Heathermaid Marlee   Kelly Family  
3rd  Ricketstown Genoa Matilda   Kelly family  
 

Calf Class. 
1st  Creaga Ringo Star     Noel & Lisa Dowd  
2nd  Ricketstown Heathermaid Nia   Kelly Family  
3rd  Ballylaffin Nuala    James Whelan  
  
 
Champion: Balgay Heathermaid   Reserve: Portshan Blueway R
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Ricketstown Genoa Matilda Kelly Family 
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     PRODUCTS 

• Cattle & Calf 
Boluses 

• Sheep and Lamb 
Bolus + Nutrition 

• Calf Products 
• Mineral Blocks 
• Trace Elements 

for Water Supply 
• Panatec Feed 

Additive 

Suppliers of an innovative product range primarily focused on the nutritional and healthcare 
requirements of large farm animals. 

Contact our 
Sales Team 

 
Connaught 
Leo Forkan 
Tel:085 8531527 
 
Midlands 
Pat Temple 
Tel: 085 8608520 
 
East 
Gerry Hughes 
Tel: 085 8878084 
 
Munster 
Pat Corbett 
Tel: 085 8599696 

 

Gortnadrass Shorthorns 

Gortnadrass Polly All Ireland Senior Heifer Calf Strokestown Show 2019 

Contact: James & Peter Gormley, Gortnadrass, Lavagh, Co. Sligo.             

Phone:  Peter: 086 061 8176 
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Mullingar Show 2019 

All Ireland Champion Senior Heifer 2019 Portshan Blueway from Noel & Lisa Dowd Creaga Shorthorns 

Cow Class 
1st Balgay Heathermaid    Kelly Family 
 
All Ireland 2 Year Old Heifer Class 
1st Portshan Blueway   Noel & Lisa Dowd 
2nd  Colvin Allie    Oliver Brennan  
3rd  Bethleham Roan Lady Tom Fox  
 
Yearling Heifer Class 
1st  Ricketstown Genoa Matilda Kelly Family 
2nd  Creaga Prada    Noel & Lisa Dowd 
3rd  Gortnadrass Daisy   Gormley Family  
 

Heifer Calf class  
1st  Ricketstown Heathermaid Nia  Kelly Family 
2nd  James Whelan  
3rd  Noel & Lisa Dowd 
 
Bull Calf  Class 
1st  Tom Fox   
2nd  Noel & Lisa Dowd 

Champion: Balgay Heathermaid.  

Reserve Champion: Portshan Blueway.  
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Calf born after 1/9/18. 
1st  Sliabh Bawn Daisy     Alan Gibbons  
2nd  Ricketstown Heathermaid Nia   Kelly Family  
3rd  Ballylehaun Thunder    Muldowney Family  
 
Heifer born after 1/9/17.  
1st  Ricketstown Heathermaid Marlee   Kelly Family  
2nd  Creaga Paris      Noel & Lisa Dowd  
3rd  Ricketstown Genoa Matilda   Kelly Family  
 
Dawn Meats Heifers under 600kg on show day  
1st  Creaga Paris      Noel & Lisa Dowd  
2nd  Sliabh Bawn Daisy     Alan Gibbons  
3rd  Ricketstown Heathermaid Nia   Kelly Family  
 
Champion: Ricketstown Heathermaid Marlee.  Reserve Sliabh Bawn Daisy  

Cow class  
1st  Balgay Heathermaid     Kelly Family  
2nd  Ballylaffin Fluffy     Muldowney Family  
3rd  Ballylaffin Georgina     James Whelan  
 
Heifer born after 1/1/17  
1st  Ricketstown Genoa Matilda   Kelly Family  
2nd  Ricketstown Heathermaid Marlee   Kelly Family  
3rd  Knockature Snowball    Muldowney Family  
 
Calf class  
1st  Ballylehaun Thunder    Muldowney Family  
2nd  Ricketstown Heathermaid Nia   Kelly Family  
3rd Ballylaffin Niamh     James Whelan  
 
Champion Ricketstown Genoa Matilda.     Reserve Champion: Ballylehaun Thunder. 

Calf class. 
1st  Ricketstown Heathermaid Nia     Kelly Family 
2nd  Ballylehaun Thunder      Muldowney Family  
3rd  Ballylaffin Niamh       James Whelan  
 
Heifer with not more then 4 teeth.  
1st  Ricketstown Heathermaid Marlee     Kelly Family 
2nd  Ricketstown Genoa Matilda     Kelly Family  
3rd  Ricketstown Phantasy Lucinda     Kelly Family  
4th  Ballylehaun Fluffy       Muldowney Family  
 
Bull any Age.  
1st  Podehole Elite       Kelly Family  
2nd  Ballylaffin George       James Whelan  
 
Cow class.  
1st  Ballylaffin Fluffy       Muldowney family  
2nd  Balgay Heathermaid       Kelly Family  
3rd  Ballylaffin Georgia       James Whelan  
 
Champion and Reserve: Kelly family.  
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Gillaroo Beef Shorthorns 

Gillaroo Leo, Reserve Champion at Roscommon 2018, 
Sire Mohill jack  

Contact: Damian or Emmet McNulty  
Kilbarron, Ballyshannon, Co Donegal.  

Phone: 0866027288   

Email: mcnulty144@btinternet.com. 

Selected for Fertility, Temperament, Ease 
of management, longevity and Profit.  

 

Contact: Noel Bohan  
Drumrane, Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim.  

Phone: 087 203 9596 

Email: noelbohan@gmail.com 

Quality stock always available for sale. 

Visitors welcome by appointment.  

 

                 Best wishes to the 

            IRISH SHORTHORN SOCIETY 

                   on the launch of 
 

  THE JOHNES DISEASE CONTROL PROGRAMME 
From  ANTHONY SWEENEY 

AVP Approved Veterinary Practitioner 

AHI Animal Health Ireland 

VRAMPS – On Farm Risk Assessments. 

TASAH – Targeted Advisory Services Investigation                                            

on Animal Health & Biosecurity Protocols. 

071 9143817 

 

                                                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12                                                 83 

Ballyshannon Show 2019 Shorthorn Champion for Jim Foley. The 
Jerry Pye perpetual  cup presented by James and William Pye to Jim 

Foley for Shorthorn Champion.  Ba
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William Pye holding the 

Champion Shorthorn 
perpetual cup at 

Ballyshannon Show  
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Ballinrobe Show Champion Creaga Lacey and Reserve Champion Creaga Rolex.           
Pictured Lisa Dowd and Sally Towey  

Cow & calf:      1st  Noel & Lisa Dowd 
   2nd  Peter Gormley 
 

Sr. Heifer:  1st Noel & Lisa Dowd 
 

Jr Heifer:  1st  P. Gormley  

Heifer calf:  1st P. Gormley  
   2nd Noel & Lisa Dowd 

 
Bull calf:  1st Noel & Lisa Dowd 
 

Champion:  Noel & Lisa Dowd   Reserve:   Noel & Lisa Dowd 
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Shorthorn Cow 
1st  Gortnadrass Crystal  Peter Gormley, Ballymote  
2nd  Clarencehill Rosemae 26th  Jim Foley, Sligo  
3rd  Bethlehem Brona   Geraldine Shanley & Donal Spring, Bornacoola  
  
Shorthorn Heifer born prior to 1st October 2018 
1st  Portshan Blueway   Noel & Lisa Dowd Creggs  
2nd  Glann Margo   Flatley Family  
3rd  Brownshill Rosie   Padraig Flanagan, Elphin  
 
Intermediate Male 
1st  Bethlehem Malton   Tom Fox, Athlone  
2nd   Creaga Rolex   Noel & Lisa Dowd, Creggs  
3rd  Creaga Ringo Star   Noel & Lisa Dowd, Creggs  
 
Junior Male  
1st  Creaga Rio    Noel & Lisa Dowd, Creggs  
2nd  Bethlehem Roan Wolf  Tom Fox, Athlone  
 
Senior Female 
1st   Slievebawn Daisy   Alan Gibbons, Strokestown  
 
Intermediate Female 
1st  Gortnadrass Polly   Peter Gormley, Ballymote  
2nd  Creaga Razzle   Noel & Lisa Dowd, Creggs  
3rd  Clarencehill Rosemae 67th Jim Foley, Sligo  
 
Junior Female 
1st   Creaga Ruby    Noel & Lisa Dowd, Creggs  

Champion:  Creaga Ruby  Reserve Champion:  Gortnadrass Polly 

   Strokestown Show 
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Strokestown Show Champion and All Ireland Beef Shorthorn Junior Heifer Champion - Creaga Ruby 

Strokestown Show Reserve Champion and All Ireland Beef Shorthorn Intermediate Heifer Champion - Gortnadrass  Polly 
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Strokestown Show Champion and All Ireland Beef Shorthorn Junior Heifer Champion - Creaga Ruby 
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All Ireland Beef Shorthorn 
Intermediate Bull 

Champion - Bethlehem 
Malton 

   Strokestown Show 

All Ireland Beef Shorthorn  
Senior Heifer Champion - 

Slievebawn Daisy  

Beef Shorthorn Cow 
Gortnadrass Crystal 
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1st Adrian Dockery, Shinrone 2nd Niamh Darker, Dunlavin 

3rd Sinead Flanagan, Elphin 

6th Jenson Lindsay, Enniskillen 5th Sean Darker, Dunlavin 

4th Sally Towey, Ballintober, Roscommon 

   Strokestown Show - Young Handlers 
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Cow class. 
1st.  Balgay Heathermaid.    Kelly family.  
2nd. Ballylaffin Fluffy.     Muldowney family.  
3rd.  Ballinlig Freda.    Middleton family.  
 
Heifer born after 1/9/17 . 
1st.  Ricketstown Heathermaid Marlee.  Kelly family.  
2nd.  Ballylehaun Fluffy.     Muldowney family.  
3rd.  Ricketstown Phantasy Lucinda.   Kelly family.  
 
Heifer calf born after 1/9/18.  
1st.  Ricketstown Heathermaid Nia.   Kelly family.  
2nd.  Ballylaffin Niamh.     James Wheelan.  
3rd.  Clashagad Pam.     Phil & Pat Sheedy.   
 
Bull calf born after 1/9/18 . 
1st.  Ballylehaun Thunder.    Muldowney Family.  
 
Champion: Balgay Heathermaid.    Reserve Champion: Ballylehaun Thunder. 

Commercial Champion  James & Peter Gormley 

Enniscrone Show Reserve Champion  - Glann Jane 

Overall Champion: Portshan Blueway    Reserve Champion: Glann  Jane 
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ROOSKEY SHORTHORNS 

Sires for use 2020 DRS Super Mario & Clonina Explorer 

Stock Always Available. Contact: Tommy Shryane. 087 – 1346835  

Rooskey, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon.  
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Cow class. 
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Bonniconlon Show 

All Ireland Cow of the Future 
1st Caramba Hottie Koo  Tommy Staunton 
2nd Portshan Blueway Noel & Lisa Dowd 
 
 
Pedigree Shorthorn Heifer (Born on or after 1/1/17) 
1st Flatley Family  Glann Shorthorns 
2nd Padraig Flanagan Lismacool Shorthorns 
3rd Noel & Lisa Dowd Creaga Shorthorns 

Champion Pedigree Shorthorn: Caramba Hottie Koo.  Reserve Pedigree Champion: Glann Noble Ned 

Connacht Heifer Calf born in 2019 
1st Tommy Staunton Caramba Shorthorns 
2nd  Peter Gormley  Gortnadrass Shorthorns 
3rd  Noel & Lisa Dowd Creaga Shorthorns 
 
Connacht Bull Calf born in 2019 
1st Flatley Family  Glann Shorthorns 
2nd Tommy Staunton Caramba Shorthorns 
3rd Noel & Lisa Dowd Creaga Shorthorns 
4th  Michael McKeon Moygara Shorthorns 

Bonniconlon Show Champion & All Ireland Cow of the Future Caramba Hottie Koo. 

Reserve Champion & Connacht Bull Calf - Glan Noble Ned. Connacht Heifer Calf  Caramba Erin. 
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Come and experience what the club has to offer. 

Call and chat to one of our members for more information. 

Chairman: Tony Roper 086 601 0633. Secretary: Mary O’Boyle 087 669 5263. 

  Club Sales          Social Nights  

 

 

 

 
 

  Herd Visits          Regular Club Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 
Bonniconlon Show 
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Creaga Prada is best heifer under 2years old and Shorthorn Champion at Grange show . 
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Glann Rosie Shorthorn Champion at  Cappamore show for Bobby O’Connell . 
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     N.I Calf  Show 

T he Northern Ireland Beef Shorthorn 
Club held the annual calf show at 

Kilrea Mart on the 7th of December 
2019. Judge for the day was well known 
breeder Kieran Flatley, of Glann, Co. 
Mayo. The event saw an increase in 
numbers exhibited the previous year, 
and it is now recognised as one of the 
foremost showcases of the finest 
pedigree Beef Shorthorn stock Northern 
Ireland has to offer.  

Leading the way in the first of the days 
six classes was Woodvale Tessa M444 
from breeders Alwyn and Adam Armour, 
of Dromara, Co. Down. This stylish 
December 2018 born red heifer is a 
daughter of well known A.I. sire Hussar 
of Upsall, and out of a Blelack 
Crackerjack sired dam. Later in the day 
this impressive calf went on to claim the 
day's Overall Champion Female title. 

Hailing from Lurgan, Co. Armagh Libby 
Clarke's sole entry Maralin Princess 
Myrtle, by Chapelton Kingsley, secured 
the day's calf Championship, and then 
stepped up to win the day's Reserve 
Overall Champion sash. Her dam, 
Lintonprioy Myrtle 996, is an E.T. 
daughter of CCS Equity's Charmer, and 
from the donor HC Myrtle Bo 50L.  

James Porter's Uppermill herd exhibited 
four animals at the event and secured 
the Reserve Yearling Heifer 
Championship with Uppermill Lovely 
Leah. This daughter of the Canadian Alta 
Cedar Perfect Storm goes back to 
Chapelton Touchstone and Eionmor 
Ideal 60F on the mother's side of her 

pedigree. She had previously been 
second in her class to the day's eventual 
overall champion.  James also claimed 
first in the junior heifer class with his 
April 2019 born Uppermill Lovely Lissue. 
This one is a daughter of the herd's 
stock bull Glenisla Jackpot, who himself 
had been a record priced bull when 
purchased at Stirling. This had been a 
particularly strong class, with ten entries 
forward.  

One of the largest exhibitors of calves 
was Richard Henning, with six entries 
present from his Newry based 
Mullagglass herd. Top of these was his 
July 2018 born Mullagglass Magnum 
who claimed the yearling bull title. This 
son of Fearn Wyvis is out of a VG 88 

classified dam by the herd's former 
stock sire Dunsyre Esquire. Overall 
Richard's entries received one first, four 
seconds and a third.  

An eye catching white calf, Craigfaddock 
Northern Light, from David Alexander 
was tapped forward in first place in the 
senior bull calf class, before going on to 
being awarded the Reserve Calf 
Championship. It was also a memorable 
day for breeder Tommy Jackson, who 
was making his debut at the event. His 
young Elliot Matrix calf, Stickbridge 
Rockshore was tops in the junior bull 
calf line-up. This one is out of a 
Chapelton Winsome sired dam.   

Winner of the Young Handler Section 
was Mark McCrellis.  

Woodvale Tessa M444  



96    
    

Irish Beef Shorthorn Society Volume 12

 

96                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12 

2018 Born / Senior Heifer Calf:   1st: Woodvale Tessa M444.  Sire: Hussar of Upsall. (A & A Armour) ( Lot 55). 
     2nd: Uppermill Lovely Leah.  Sire: Alta Cedar Perfect Storm 11U ( J. Porter) (Lot 52). 
     3rd: Mullaglass Lucy 7th.   Sire: Dunsyre Esquire ( R. Henning) (Lot 51). 

2018 Born / Senior Bull Calf: 1st: Mullaglass Magnum.   Sire: Fearn Wyvis. (R. Henning) (Lot 57). 
     2nd: Mullaglass Maximus.   Sire: Linhill Kevin. (R. Henning) (Lot 60). 
     3rd: Uppermill Landlord 2nd.  Sire: Alta Cedar Perfect Storm 11U (J. Porter) (Lot 58). 

Intermediate Bull Calf:  1st: Craigfaddock Northern Light.  Sire: Stoneyroyd Halcyon Matrix.  (D. Alexander). 
     2nd: Priestland Cain 5th.   Sire: Elliot Matrix.  ( R. Henning) (Lot 79). 
     3rd; Gortland Nelson.   Sire: Glengloy Callum. (K. Lynd) (Lot 82). 

Junior Bull Calf:   1st: Stickbridge Rockshore.   Sire: Elliot Matrix  (T. Jackson) (Lot 88). 
     2nd: Gillaroo Northern Thunder.  Sire: Hussar of Upsall (E. McNulty) (Lot 84). 
     3rd: Lisnamanny Lucky.   Sire: Fearn Wyvis (J.P. McFadden) (Lot 86). 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intermediate Heifer Calf:   1st: Maralin Princess Myrtle.  Sire: Chapelton Kingsley. (L. Clarke) (Lot 64). 
     2nd: Bellevue Doris.    Sire: Dunsyre Konstantin. (R. Henning) (Lot 66). 
     3rd: Uppermill Broadhooks Bristol. Sire: Glenisla Jackpot. (J. Porter) (Lot 61). 

Junior Heifer Calf:   1st: Uppermill Lovely Lissue.  Sire: Glenisla Jackpot. (J. Porter) (Lot 69). 
     2nd: Lisamanny Josie 5th.  Sire: Craigfaddock Xerxes. (S. Kerr) (Lot 75). 
     3rd: Magherone Lovely Nia.  Sire: Tofts Billabong Prince. (C. Clarke) (Lot 70). 

Pairs Class:    1st: Alwyn Armour   2nd:Richard Henning  3rd: K. Lynd. 

Overall Champion:    Woodvale Tessa M444. (A & A Armour). 

Overall Reserve Champion:  Maralin Princess Myrtle. (L. Clarke). 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Maralin Princess Myrtle Young Handler Mark McCrellis 

Stickbridge Rockshore Pairs Champions Woodvale Tessa M444 And Woodvale Tessa M446 

     N.I Calf  Show Results 
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Glann Shorthorns 
Pedigree & Commercial  

Ballylaffin Mercy Female Champion at Society Pedigree Sale November 2019. SIRE Glann Thomas 

Glann Noble Ned Connacht Champion Bull Calf 
2019. SIRE: Stoneyroyd Halcyon Matrix. 

Prize-Winning Commercial Shorthorn Cross Wean-
ling Heifer at the Fatstock Winter Fair 2019. 

 Glann Beef Shorthorns, Kilkelly, Co. Mayo. Tel: |+353 (0)87 2022875 or 
+353 (0)87 2130427 (Stock For Sale All Year Round)  

“Success is down to hard work & dedication” 
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Overall Champion: Ricketstown Millcent Kim 

Balmoral Show 2019

Balmoral Show 2019 results 

Cow or Heifer, born in 2016 in calf or with calf at foot. 
Noel & Lisa Dowd Creggs 1st  Creaga Macey 

2nd  Caramba Hottie Koo Tommy Staunton, Kinvara 

Cow born on or before 31st December 2015 in calf or with calf at foot. 
David Duncan McDowell, Newtownards 
Tommy Staunton, Kinvara 

1st  Ricketstown Lovely 191 
2nd  Caramba Rothes Hottie 

Heifer born in 2017 
1st Ashvale Beatrice Richard & Fiona McKeown, Ballyclare. 
2nd Lancaster Liz 24th of Skillhouse Chris Clarke, Ballymoney. 
3rd Caramba Katrina Leanna Ben Robert King, Ballymena 

Heifer born on or after 1st January 2018 
1st Caramba Rothes Majestic Tommy Staunton, Kinvara.  
2nd Della  Timothy Reid, Dungannon. 
3rd  Bushpark Sparkler 3rd Andrew Hamill, Antrim. 
4th  Creaga Prada  Noel & Lisa Dowd, Creggs. 
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Balmoral Show 2019 

Balmoral Show 2019 results 
 
Bull born on or after 1st January 2018 
1st  Creaga Phoenix    Noel & Lisa Dowd, Creggs. 
2nd   Maximus of Ballyvaddy   T&K Madden, Ballymena. 
3rd  Lowtown Braveheart   H D Dorman & Family, Dungannon. 
4th  Castlefin Tornado    Kenny Baxter, Castlewellan. 
   
 
Shorthorn Heifer born prior to 1st October 2018 
1st  Portshan Blueway    Noel & Lisa Dowd Creggs  
2nd  Glann Margo     Flatley Family  
3rd  Brownshill Rosie    Padraig Flanagan, Elphin  
 
Junior Breed Champion:  Creaga Phoenix  Reserve:  Ashvale Beatrice  
 

Champion:     Ricketstown Lovely 191           Reserve Champion: Creaga Phoenix 

Reserve Champion: Creaga Phoenix 
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Prolonged drought conditions may have taken a toll on the clearance rates at the 60 th Dectomax National Shorthorn Show 
and Sale, held again at the traditional home Dubbo, but that didn ’t stop what was otherwise a tremendous celebration to 
mark the milestone anniversary. 

Nor did it deter bidders on the Grand Champion bull, Sprys Extra Special N61, who was knocked down for the top price of 
$44,000 after extremely spirited bidding. Sprys Extra Special N61 kicked-off his show grand championship career as a yearling 
at Adelaide Royal in 2018, then reserve at Melbourne Royal but took out the grand accolade at Sydney Royal - and now the 
Shorthorn National at Dubbo. 

 

Purchased by Greg and Megan Schuller, Outback Shorthorns, Culcairn, NSW, Sprys Extra Special N61 was awarded the 
Grand Champion Bull by judge, Mr. Peter Falls the day before.  

This 23 month old son of Canadian sire, Muridale Thermal Energy 15A, Mr. Schuller described him as a bull he had 
watched since a calf and that had always impressed him. His dam, Sprys Golds Juliet G166, is a daughter of Spys All Gold 
D052. 

Outback Shorthorns run 200 pedigree cows as well as 500 commercial females and backed Sprys Extra Special N61 on both 
the performance of the bull as well as his sire. 

“Thermal Energy is really kicking some goals at the moment and the data coming through his progeny is very suited to our 
programs,” he said. “His phenotype characteristics coupled with his maturity and marbling of quality fats is exactly where 
we need to be, so to get a son as good as all that with a heap of carcase and performance in him, we had to add him into 
our programs.” New Zealand semen rights have since been sold to Ken Morton, Mortons Shorthorns, Kati Kati, New 
Zealand. 

Spry's Extra Special N61 sold to Outback Shorthorns for $44,000 

      Australia -  Dubbo Sale 

 

                                                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12                                                 101 

Second top priced bull was the 21 month old Trojon Southern Cross Nic who sold for $18,000 to return buyers Chris 
and Debbie White & Family, Fonthill Farm and Deeck Pastoral at Oatlands, Melton and Mowbray, Tasmania. This ET 
son Ronelle Park Hurricane H242 is out of a dam from the Susan cow family.   

The White family run a large commercial herd supplying the Greenhams Global Animal Partnership program in Tasma-
nia. In total, the White family purchased 3 bulls for $34,000 to average $11,333.  

Third priced bull was the Division 4 Champion, Polldale Neat N38, who sold for $12,000 to a syndicate of Peter Falls, 
Malton Shorthorns, Finley and Brown’s Shorthorns, Morrinsvale, Waikato New Zealand who claimed the New Zealand 
semen rights. This son of Royalla Quandialla J209 is from a Sprys Exclusive E021 dam who goes back to The Grove 
Kookaburra W735.  

In total, 54 bulls sold at auction, from the 115 head offered, however a further 7 bulls sold directly afterwards for a 
total clearance of 57 head. 

The sale averaged $6,741 at auction, a sound result given the seasonal challenges, and followed on from a tremendous 
display of bulls in the judging ring the day before.  

Interest was strong for the annual stud female sale at the 2019 Dectomax 60th annual Dubbo Shorthorn National Show 
and Sale resulting in all 13 lots selling to $7000 and averaging $4462. 

Sale top was the 2019 Sydney Royal Show 24-30 months class winner Marrington Effie N8, a roan now 27 months sired by 
the $18,000 Outback Sprys Genesis and with a calf at foot, Marrington Effie Q1, by Marrington Magician. The pair were 
purchased by Ben and Vicki Kell for their Moonthalie Shorthorns, Tumut. Debbie O'Connor of Marrington stud said the 
dual package was one of the top female breeding lines within the Marrington stud herd. "Effie N8 is a half-sister to Mar-
rington Hotshot which sold to Moombi Shorthorns, Cumnock, privately for $18,000," Mrs O'Connor said.  

Among the offering were two heifers donated by their breeders fetching $6500 for the McGrath Foundation. Marie Barnes 
also paid $3500 for another Moombi heifer, Moombi Isobel P71 Yamburgan Zeus.Top-priced heifer, Warraberry Trita P196 
by Moombi Sparta, sold by Chris, Rachael and Jeff Hall, Parkes, for $6500 to Lachlan and Angus Spry, Eden Park stud, Tam-
worth. Another, Warraberry Trita P115 sold at $6000 through AuctionsPlus. 

The Helmsman sale was conducted by Landmark and Elders, stud stock divisions, Dubbo 

 Polldale Neat N38 sold for $12,000 
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Trojon Southern Cross Nic N39 sold to Fonthill Farm for 
$18,000 

 Royalla Ultimate N176 sold to Polldale Shorthorns for $10,000 

 Royalla Uptown N194 Purchased by Marschay Shorthorns $12,000 

Tarraganda TG Night Rider N13 sold to Dunroan Shorthorns 
for $10,000 

Australia -  Dubbo Sale 



Irish Beef Shorthorn Society Volume 12        103

 

102                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12 

Trojon Southern Cross Nic N39 sold to Fonthill Farm for 
$18,000 

 Royalla Ultimate N176 sold to Polldale Shorthorns for $10,000 

 Royalla Uptown N194 Purchased by Marschay Shorthorns $12,000 

Tarraganda TG Night Rider N13 sold to Dunroan Shorthorns 
for $10,000 

Australia -  Dubbo Sale 



104    
    

Irish Beef Shorthorn Society Volume 12

 

104                                                Irish Beef Shorthorn Society  Volume 12 

Irish Bred Cattle Shine in Champion 
of the World Competition  

Each year the Shorthorn Champion of the World 
competition takes place online. The competition which is 
hosted by http://www.shorthornbreeder.net places 
Shorthorn champions, both male and female, from their 
respective countries head to head against champions from 
other countries around the world. Cattle compete to be 
crowned champions of Europe, Asia/Africa, North America 
and South America. These qualifiers then go forward to 
compete to be named Champion of the World.  

Judges of this year's event were: 
  - Johnny Guitierrez and Tia Prada from Argentina,  
  - James Porter from Northern Ireland,  
  - McWilliam from Australia, 
  - Jordie Buba from Canada.  
 
Once again Irish bred cattle performed excellently in the 
contest , with an Irish bred cow crowned  Shorthorn Miss 
Europe, and and Irish bull crowned Reserve Champion of 
Europe.  

The Champion Female was Ricketstown Lovely 191, bred by 
the Kelly family, from Rathvilly, County Carlow. This four 
year old cow was Overall Breed Champion at Balmoral when 
shown by her owner Duncan McDowell, of Newtownards, 
Co. Down. Having been Champion at Balmoral she qualified 
for the competition as Miss Northern Ireland. She is sired by 
the U.K. bull  Nevada Nitetime, and is from a Winalot 
Rodney 1R sired dam -  Mogeely Liriope. She emerged 
victorious  in what was a tremendous display of quality 
females, beating Scotland's qualifier Trowbridge Tessa 
Linsay into silver position, and England's Dinmore Zoe 
Katrina into bronze.   

On the male side it was Creaga Phoenix bred and owned by 
father and daughter duo Noel and Lisa Dowd of Creggs, Co. 
Galway who kept the Irish tri-colour flying high. Phoenix too 
had qualified for the contest having been named Male 
Champion and Reserve Breed Champion at Balmoral in 
2019. Phoenix is sired by Creaga Limited Edition, and from 
the cow Creaga White Rose, making him a maternal brother 
to the well known Creaga Dice who previously stood at 
Dovea A.I.  

Well done to all breeders, owners and connections for 
keeping Irish bred stock at the top of this international 
event which is a wonderful showcase for our stock. 

RESULTS 

2019 "Shorthorn - Miss Europe" 
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Irish Bred Cattle Shine in Champion 
of the World Competition  

Each year the Shorthorn Champion of the World 
competition takes place online. The competition which is 
hosted by http://www.shorthornbreeder.net places 
Shorthorn champions, both male and female, from their 
respective countries head to head against champions from 
other countries around the world. Cattle compete to be 
crowned champions of Europe, Asia/Africa, North America 
and South America. These qualifiers then go forward to 
compete to be named Champion of the World.  
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  - James Porter from Northern Ireland,  
  - McWilliam from Australia, 
  - Jordie Buba from Canada.  
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Europe.  
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shown by her owner Duncan McDowell, of Newtownards, 
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the U.K. bull  Nevada Nitetime, and is from a Winalot 
Rodney 1R sired dam -  Mogeely Liriope. She emerged 
victorious  in what was a tremendous display of quality 
females, beating Scotland's qualifier Trowbridge Tessa 
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F or over one hundred years the North 
Tipperary Agricultural Show was held 

on August 15th, a church holyday.  About 
twenty years ago the date was changed to 
the August Bank Holiday Monday.  The show 
was held for many years in the showground 
on the edge of the town.  However, about 
thirty years ago the old venue was sold and a 
substantial piece of ground was purchased a 
mile outside the town on the Borrisokane Road. 
 
In 1946 the show featured seventeen classes of 
Shorthorns, eight for pedigree registered stock 
and nine for non-pedigree.  Entry fee was five 
shillings in the senior classes and a half-crown in the 
junior classes.  Prize money was £3.00, £2.00, and 
£1.00 in some cattle classes and £2.00, £1.00 and 10 
shillings in others.  World War 2 had ended the 
previous year making transport of cattle very difficult.  
As a result, almost all entries were from the North 
Tipperary area with a few from South Offaly. 
 
Most Irish Shorthorns were then dual purpose.  Milk 
yields were given in the cow classes and the milk yields of 
the dams were also given in the two older bull classes.  
Most yields were recorded between 700 and 850 gallons, 
with butterfat averaging 3.3 / 3.4.   
 
The principal exhibitors were: 

Mount St. Joseph’s Abbey (MSJ), Roscrea,  
William Meagher of Laha, Templemore and the  
legendary Williams family from Cloughjordan.   
 

The senior cow class was won by the monks of MSJ. The senior bull class was won by William Meagher with a four-year-old 
bull by Anticur Baldwin.  The Anticur herd, owned by the Wallace family, was based near Ballymena in Co. Antrim was one of 
the best-known beef herds in these islands.  The Wallace family no longer breeds Shorthorn. 

 
The weanling bull class was won by CH Williams.  Surprisingly, there were only two entries in the two-year-old heifer class, 
both owned by Stephen Minogue of Puckane, Nenagh.  The weanling heifer class was won by Patrick Pilkington from Birr.  
Under the ‘St Brendan prefix’ Mr. Pilkington was a very successful breeder of Shorthorns and Herefords.  He was grandfather 
of the famous Offaly hurlers, Declan and Johnny Pilkington. 

 
The Shorthorn Society’s medal for the best pedigree animal went to MSJ for their 18-month bull, Pearl’s Leader.  The monks 
also won the Toler Cup for the best Shorthorn cow.  There were three or four entries in most of the pedigree classes but 
there were far higher entries in the non-pedigree.  R. C. Williams had the best of nine entries in the non-pedigree cow class. 

 
As there were no entries the two Aberdeen Angus classes were cancelled.  There were five cows in the only Kerry class.  The 
eight Hereford classes were well supported.  The Hereford Bull Calf class had ten entries while seven senior bulls paraded.  
There were huge entries in the horse, sheep, fruit and handcraft classes.  Classes were included for stallions and working 
horses including Clydesdales.  The catalogue was superbly printed by the ‘Nenagh Guardian’, which still prints the show 
catalogue. 

 
Finally, I am indebted to Mr. Gerard Maher of the Nenagh Heritage Centre for the loan of the catalogue.  It was an 
unbelievable surprise for me that every prize winner was marked right down to fruit, vegetables and handcrafts.  Clearly 
Show Day was one of the great occasions of the year for the people of North Tipperary.   

 
Written by: Pat Sheedy, Clashagad Shorthorns 

Nostalgia — Nenagh Show 1946 
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CLARENCEHILL HERD 
THE HOME OF CHAMPIONS 

STOCK ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

CONTACT: JIM FOLEY, RATHANNA, CORNAGEEHA, SLIGO, CO. SLIGO. 

TELEPHONE: 087 928 5367 

“THE RECIPE FOR SUCCESS” 

SIRE: Clarencehill Innovation 452 

DAUGHTER: Clarencehill Rosemae  60th 

DAM: Clarencehill Rosemae 26th 

+ 
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Christmas Party Candids 
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Producing Shorthorn, Hereford & Irish Moiled Cattle 
and breeding/showing Irish Draught Horses.  

 mountbriscoe@gmail.com 

Merchandise  
Irish Shorthorn Society 

Contact the office 
to purchase on 

0504 26806 
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 mountbriscoe@gmail.com 

Merchandise  
Irish Shorthorn Society 

Contact the office 
to purchase on 
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\\ 

THE SHEEDY BROTHERS 

CLASHAGAD, ROSCREA, CO. TIPPERARY 

TELEPHONE:  

PHIL: 087 22567291     PAT: 086 1024660 

 CLASHAGAD SHORTHORNS 
“BUILT ON OUR REPUTATION, STANDING ON OUR SUCCESS” 

NEW HERD SIRE: DOON JUPITER . OUTSTANDING SON OF CHAPLETON TYPHOON. SEMEN AVAILABLE FROM BULLBANK 

TOP QUALITY STOCK ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME BY APPOINTMENT 

TYPICAL INCALF AT CLASHAGAD ONE OF OUR YEARLING HEIFIERS 

KiILLURE ACE SON 
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